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Recently, during a discussion of a course instructor the term rigor came up.  In this case it referred to how difficult or challenging a course is for a student.  I think we will 
all agree that we often learn the most from those courses that are more difficult.  They force us to work harder to learn the material, and hence we remember it far into 
the future.  

Unfortunately, there is also a clear correlation between lack of rigor and higher student reviews.  A fellow faculty member and I tested this many years ago.  We taught 
similar topics back to back (Lipid and Nitrogen Metabolism), and alternated years where one of us would ask very difficult questions and the other very easy questions 
on the exam.  As predicted our ratings and reviews zigzagged with the difficulty of our questions.  

This puts faculty in an unusual conundrum.  We should be teaching difficult courses that challenge students at every level to learn the most possible.  However, we are 
constantly being reviewed and evaluated based on student assessment and opinion of us.  To get the best student reviews courses must be overly simplified, contain 
a minimal number of objectives and facts per event and give students easy softball questions for exams.  Worse yet, accrediting bodies put immense value in student 
feedback, and it is often not until years later that they truly appreciated the rigor of a course.

Students who do well from our graduate school are the ones that have been challenged. They have been asked those really penetrating questions at their seminar 
presentations. They have been forced to write the first manuscript draft, given sometimes brutal feedback, and sent to write the second draft.  They are asked where the 
missing control is and challenged to decide what the next experiment is that they should perform.  It is our duty as mentors, advisors and fellow students to continue to 
expect rigor in everything we do and from others around us.  When we see it, we need to provide positive feedback, and when we don’t we need to continue to provide 
strong constructive criticism.  



publications
LaMMErt DB, MiDDLEton Fa, Pan J, oLSon EC, HowELL Bw.
the de novo autism Spectrum Disorder rELn r2290C Mutation reduces reelin Secretion and increases Protein Disulfide isomerase Expression.  
J Neurochem. 2017 [Epub ahead of print] 

winSLow gM, PaPiLLion aM, KEnDErES KJ, LEvaCK rC.
CD11c+ t-bet+ memory B cells: immune maintenance during chronic infection and inflammation?
Cell Immunol. 2017 Jul 19;. [Epub ahead of print] 

Galgano M, Toshkezi G, Qiu X, ruSSELL t, Chin L, ZHao Lr.
traumatic Brain injury: Current treatment Strategies and Future Endeavors.
Cell Transplant. 2017 Jul;26(7):1118-1130. 

SCHnEiDEr KM, watSon nB, MinCHEnBErg SB, MaSSa Pt.
the influence of macrophage growth factors on theiler’s Murine Encephalomyelitis virus (tMEv) infection and activation of macrophages.
Cytokine. 2017 Aug 8;. [Epub ahead of print]

Walker-Kopp N, JaCKoBEL aJ, Pannafino GN, Morocho PA, Xu X, KnutSon Ba.
treacher Collins syndrome mutations in Saccharomyces cerevisiae destabilizes rna polymerase i and iii complex integrity.
Hum Mol Genet. 2017 Aug 14;. [Epub ahead of print] 

woHLForD EM, Baresel PC, wiLMorE Jr, Mortelliti AJ, CoLEMan CB, roCHForD r.
Changes in tonsil B cell phenotypes and EBv receptor expression in children under 5 years old.
Cytometry B Clin Cytom. 2017 Sep 8. doi: 10.1002/cyto.b.21589. [Epub ahead of print]

aFSHari P, Yao wD, MiDDLEton Fa. 
reduced Slc1a1 expression is associated with neuroinflammation and impaired sensorimotor gating and cognitive performance in mice: 
implications for schizophrenia.
PLoS One. 2017 Sep 8;12(9):e0183854. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0183854. eCollection 2017.

Li X, CHEn r, ZHu S.
bHLH-o proteins balance the self-renewal and differentiation of Drosophila neural stem cells by regulating Earmuff expression.
Dev Biol. 2017 Sep 9. pii: S0012-1606(17)30270-1. doi: 10.1016/j.ydbio.2017.09.011. [Epub ahead of print]

HEgStED a, YingLing Cv, PruYnE D.
inverted Formins: a Sub-Family of atypical Formins.
Cytoskeleton (Hoboken). 2017 Sep 16;. [Epub ahead of print] 

Breen MS, tYLEE DS, Maihofer AX, Neylan TC, Mehta D, Binder EB, Chandler SD, HESS JL, Kremen WS, Risbrough VB, Woelk CH, Baker DG, Nievergelt CM, Tsuang MT, Buxbaum JD, gLatt SJ.
PtSD Blood transcriptome Mega-analysis: Shared inflammatory Pathways across Biological Sex and Modes of trauma.
Neuropsychopharmacology. 2017 Sep 19. doi: 10.1038/npp.2017.220. [Epub ahead of print]

raSHiD M, Belmont J, Carpenter D, turnEr CE, oLSon EC.
neural-specific deletion of the focal adhesion adaptor protein paxillin slows migration speed and delays cortical layer formation.
Development. 2017 Sep 21;. [Epub ahead of print]

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=The+de+novo+Autism+Spectrum+Disorder+RELN+R2290C+Mutation+Reduces+Reelin+Secretion+and+Increases+Protein+Disulfide+Isomerase+Expression.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=CD11c%2B+T-bet%2B+memory+B+cells%3A+Immune+maintenance+during+chronic+infection+and+inflammation%3F
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Traumatic+Brain+Injury%3A+Current+Treatment+Strategies+and+Future+Endeavors.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=The+influence+of+macrophage+growth+factors+on+Theiler�s+Murine+Encephalomyelitis+Virus+(TMEV)+infection+and+activation+of+macrophages.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Treacher+Collins+upstate
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Changes%C2%A0in%C2%A0tonsil%C2%A0B+cell%C2%A0phenotypes%C2%A0and%C2%A0EBV%C2%A0receptor%C2%A0expression+in+children+under+5+years+old.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Reduced+Slc1a1+expression+is+associated+with+neuroinflammation+and+impaired+sensorimotor+gating+and+cognitive+performance+in+mice%3A+Implications+for+schizophrenia.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Reduced+Slc1a1+expression+is+associated+with+neuroinflammation+and+impaired+sensorimotor+gating+and+cognitive+performance+in+mice%3A+Implications+for+schizophrenia.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=bHLH-O%C2%A0proteins%C2%A0balance%C2%A0the%C2%A0self-renewal%C2%A0and%C2%A0differentiation%C2%A0of+Drosophila+neural+stem+cells+by+regulating+Earmuff+expression.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Inverted+Formins%3A+a+Sub-Family+of+Atypical+Formins.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=PTSD+Blood+Transcriptome+Mega-Analysis%3A+Shared+Inflammatory+Pathways+across+Biological+Sex+and+Modes+of+Trauma.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Neural-specific+deletion+of+the+focal+adhesion+adaptor+protein+paxillin+slows+migration+speed+and+delays+cortical+layer+formation.


publications
LLoYD Mg, Lundgren BR, Hall CW, Gagnon LB, Mah TF, MoFFat JF, Nomura CT.
targeting the alternative sigma factor rpon to combat virulence in Pseudomonas aeruginosa.
Sci Rep. 2017 Oct 3;7(1):12615.

Zhang K, Fan Z, Wang Y, FaraonE Sv, Yang L, Chang S.
genetic analysis for cognitive flexibility in trail Making test in attention deficit hyperactivity disorder patients from SnP, gene to pathway.
World J Biol Psychiatry. 2017 Oct 3;:1-29. [Epub ahead of print]

Hunter DD, Manglapus MK, Bachay G, Claudepierre T, Dolan MW, gESuELLi Ka, BrunKEn wJ.
CnS synapses are stabilized trans-synaptically by laminins and laminin-interacting proteins.
J Comp Neurol. 2017 Oct 12;. [Epub ahead of print]

guMBLEton M, SuDan r, FErnanDES S, Engelman RW, Russo CM, Chisholm JD, KErr wg.
Dual enhancement of t and nK cell function by pulsatile inhibition of SHiP1 improves antitumor immunity and survival.
Sci Signal. 2017 Oct 10;10(500).

wooDForD Mr, SagEr ra, Marris E, Dunn DM, BLanDEn ar, Murphy RL, Rensing N, Shapiro O, Panaretou B, Prodromou C, LoH Sn, Gutmann DH, BourBouLia D, 
BratSLavSKY g, Wong M, MoLLaPour M.
tumor suppressor tsc1 is a new Hsp90 co-chaperone that facilitates folding of kinase and non-kinase clients.
EMBO J. 2017 Nov 10;. [Epub ahead of print]

MinCHEnBErg SB, MaSSa Pt.
the control of oligodendrocyte bioenergetics by interferon-gamma (iFn-γ) and Src homology region 2 domain-containing phosphatase-1 (SHP-1).
J Neuroimmunol. 2017 Oct 28;. [Epub ahead of print]

DuSHuKYan n, Dunn DM, SagEr ra, wooDForD Mr, Loiselle DR, Daneshvar M, BaKEr-wiLLiaMS aJ, Chisholm JD, Truman AW, Vaughan CK, Haystead TA, BratSLavSKY 
g, BourBouLia D, MoLLaPour M.
Phosphorylation and ubiquitination regulate Protein Phosphatase 5 activity and its Prosurvival role in Kidney Cancer.
Cell Rep. 2017 Nov 14;21(7):1883-1895.

HESS JL, Akutagava-Martins GC, PataK JD, gLatt SJ, FaraonE Sv.
why is there selective subcortical vulnerability in aDHD? Clues from postmortem brain gene expression data.
Mol Psychiatry. 2017 Nov 28;. [Epub ahead of print]

Cortes S, BaKEr-wiLLiaMS aJ, MoLLaPour M, BourBouLia D.
Detection and analysis of Extracellular Hsp90 (eHsp90).
Methods Mol Biol. 2018;1709:321-329.

SagEr ra, wooDForD Mr, Neckers L, MoLLaPour M.
Detecting Posttranslational Modifications of Hsp90.
Methods Mol Biol. 2018;1709:209-219.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Targeting+the+alternative+sigma+factor+RpoN+to+combat+virulence+in+Pseudomonas+aeruginosa.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Genetic+analysis+for+cognitive+flexibility+in+Trail+Making+Test+in+attention+deficit+hyperactivity+disorder+patients+from+SNP%2C+gene+to+pathway.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=CNS+synapses+are+stabilized+trans-synaptically+by+laminins+and+laminin-interacting+proteins.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Dual+enhancement+of+T+and+NK+cell+function+by+pulsatile+inhibition+of+SHIP1+improves+antitumor+immunity+and+survival.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Tumor+suppressor+Tsc1+is+a+new+Hsp90+co-chaperone+that+facilitates+folding+of+kinase+and+non-kinase+clients.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29113698
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Phosphorylation+and+Ubiquitination+Regulate+Protein+Phosphatase+5+Activity+and+Its+Prosurvival+Role+in+Kidney+Cancer.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Why+is+there+selective+subcortical+vulnerability+in+ADHD%3F+Clues+from+postmortem+brain+gene+expression+data.
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Detection+and+Analysis+of+Extracellular+Hsp90+(eHsp90).
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29177662


presentations

JaCquaLYn SCHuLMan, a PhD student in Pharmacology, and Laura 
SZCZESniaK, an MD/PhD Student in Pharmacology, attended the 12th 

Annual Cell Death Meeting held August 15th - 19th in Cold Spring Harbor, 
NY. Jacqualyn gave a talk and presented a poster titled: “The Bok-IP3R1 

interaction protects Bok from proteasomal degradation.” Laura is a second 
author on the talk and the poster.

rEBECCa SagEr, an MD/PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology,  
attended the 8th International Congress on Stress Responses in Biology 

and Medicine held August 13th - 17th in Turku, Finland. Rebecca presented 
a poster titled “Crosstalk of phosphorylation and GlcNAcylation regulates 
FNIP1 co-chaperone function in cancer cells.” MarK wooDForD, now a 
PhD Student in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, also presented a poster 

titled “The tumor suppressor protein Tsc1 is a potent inhibitor of Hsp90 
ATPase activity.” Also in attendance were their Principle Investigators, 

MEHDi MoLLaPour, who gave a talk titled “Post-translational 
regulation of the protein phosphatase 5 (PP5) in kidney cancer” and 

DiMitra BourBouLia, who gave a talk titled “The tissue inhibitor of 
metalloproteinase-2 (TIMP-2) is an extracellular co-chaperone of Hsp90.”

oLESEa CoJoHari & MEgan PEPPEnELLi, PhD students in Microbiology 
& Immunology, attended the International Herpes Workshop held July 29th 

- August 1st in Ghent, Belgium. Olesea presented a talk and poster titled 
“Human Cytomegalovirus Uses miRNAs to Temporally Control Akt Activity 
and Mediate Monocyte to Macrophage Differentiation.” Pictured above is 
Olesea and Megan with their Priniciple Investigator, Dr. garY CHan. 

MariSSa SMitH, aSHLEigH JaCKoBEL & KEvin naMitZ, PhD 
students in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, presented at the Mechanisms 

of Eukaryotic Transcription Meeting held August 29th - September 2nd in 
Cold Spring Harbor, NY.  The title of Ashleigh’s presentation was “The role 

of yeast RNA polymerase I Core Factor subunit Rrn7 linker domain in open 
complex formation” and Kevin presented “A Novel ‘Dual Substrate’ Assay 

Suggests the Presence of Two Active Sites in the MLL1 Core Complex.” 



presentations

roSE PaSquaLE, a PhD student in Neuroscience, presented a poster at 
the Emerging Vision Scientists (EVS) Day. The Alliance for Eye and Vision 

Research held the Third Annual EVS Day on Capitol Hill, September 13, 2017. 
During the program, 20 Emerging Vision Sciences (EVSs) displayed posters 
of their breakthrough research. The EVSs also met with their Congressional 

delegations to discuss the importance of funding continued NIH funding 
for vision research.  The title of Rose’s poster was “A Novel Behaviour Test to 

Assess Vision in Mouse Models of Disease.”ariJita CHaKraBortY, a PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biology, attended the Eukaryotic DNA Replication & Genome Maintenance 

Meeting held September 9th - 17th at Cold Spring Harbor, NY. Arijita 
presented “Fragile X mental retardation protein (FMRP) promotes genome 

stability through R-loop regulation.”

MEgan griBBLE LLoYD, now a postdoc in Microbiology & Immunology, 
presented a poster at the ASM/ECSMID Conference on Drug Development to 
Meet the Challenge of Antimicrobial Resistance, held September 5th - 8th 
in Boston, MA. Megan’s poster was titled: “Targeting the Alternative Sima 

Factor RpoN to Combat Pseudomonas aeruginosa Virulence.”

aLEXanDEr BaKEr-wiLLiaMS & JaviEr SanCHEZ PoZo, PhD 
students in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, presented at the 10th 

General Meeting of the International Proteolysis Society, held October 27th 
- November 1st in Banff, Canada. Alex presented “The co-chaperone TIMP-2 
directly interacts with the molecular chaperone Hsp90α and promotes the 

disassembly of the Hsp90α:MMP-2 complex.” Javier presented “TIMP-2 
tyrosine phosphorylation by extracellular c-Src regulates proMMP-2:TIMP-2 

complex formation and proMMP-2 activation.” Both Alex and Javier were 
recipients of a $350 travel award from the International Proteolysis Society. 



presentations

gEoFFrEY EiLL & MD MaMuMur raSHiD, PhD students in 
Neuroscience, attended the Society for Neuroscience Meeting, held 
November 11th - 15th in Washington, DC. Geoff presented “Altered 

perineuronal net structure in Ptprz1 knockout mice.”

gourav CHouDHarY, a PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, 
and niCK Huang, an MD/PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular 

Biology, attended the American College of Rheumatology’s Annual Meeting, 
held November 3rd - 5th in San Diego, CA. Pictured top right, is Nick and 

his Principal Investigator, Dr. anDraS PErL, in front of his poster titled 
“Rab4a Control over Glycolytic Metabolism and T-Cell Lineage Specification 
Protects from Intra-Alveolar Hemorrhage in Mouse Model of SLE.” Pictured 
bottom right is Gourav with his certificate of award. As previously noted, 
Gourav received the Rheumatology Research Foundation’s Medical and 

Graduate Student Preceptorship Award. Gourav also presented a poster titled  
“RAB4A Protects from Antinuclear Antibody Production and Nephritis in the 

Pristane-Induced Model of SLE.” While there the Perl lab had dinner with 
former lab member and alum Dr. DaviD FErnanDEZ, a graduate of the 

MD/PhD Program in 2010.  SuBHraJit BanErJEE, a PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biology, presented at the NYAS Conference: Mitochondria in Health & 

Diseases, held November 2nd in New York, NY. Subhra’s poster was titled 
“Phosphoinositide ‘Zip Codes’ Govern Localization and Activity of Vacuolar 

H+-ATPase by Direct Interaction.” Also in attendance was Jacqualyn 
Schulman, a PhD student in Pharmacology, and Liam Coyne, an MD/PhD 

student in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology.



from our students

SErgio CouoH-CarDEL, a PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biology, successfully defended his dissertation in August. Sergio’s dissertation 
advisor is Dr. StEPHan wiLKEnS, both pictured above. Sergio has accepted 
a postdoc position at Stanford University in Molecular & Cellular Physiology. 

Congratulations, Sergio!

MEgan griBBLE LLoYD a PhD student in Microbiology & Immunology, 
successfully defended her dissertation in August. Megan’s dissertation advisor 

is Dr. JEnniFEr MoFFat. Megan will be continuing as a postdoctoral 
associate in Microbiology & Immunology here at Upstate. 

Congratulations, Megan! 

KEvin KEnDErES, a PhD student in Microbiology & Immunology, successfully 
defended his dissertation in August. Kevin’s dissertation advisor is Dr. garY 

winSLow. Congratulations, Kevin! 

MattHEw wELCHonS, an MS student in Anatomy, successfully defended his 
thesis in August. Matthew’s advisors were Drs. JEan & JoE SangEr. Matthew is 

now working as an Instructor in the Biology Department at Erie Community College.  
Congratulations, Matthew! 



from our students

SaPtarSHi BiSwaS, a PhD Student in Physiology, successfully defended his 
dissertation in September. Rishi’s advisor was Dr. wiLLiaM BrunKEn. Rishi 

has accepted a postdoctoral position in the Neurology Department at Columbia 
University Medical Center.  Congratulations, rishi! 

DiPMoY natH, a PhD Student in Pharmacology, successfully defended his 
dissertation in September. Dipmoy’s advisor was Dr. goLaM MoHi. Dipmoy 

has accepted a postdoctoral position in Biochemistry & Molecular Genetics at the 
University of Virginia. Congratulations, Dipmoy! 

arianna LaSZLo, an MS Student in Anatomy, successfully defended her thesis in 
August. Ari’s advisor was Dr. DaviD PruYnE. Congratulations, ari! 

rEnYan Liu, a PhD student in Pharmacology, successfully defended his dissertation in 
September. Renyan’s dissertation advisor was Dr. Ying Huang. Renyan has accepted 
a position as a postdoc in the Division of Endocrinology at Boston Children’s Hospital/

Harvard Medical School. Congratulations, renyan! 



from our students

oLESEa CoJoHari, a PhD student in Microbiology & Immunology, successfully 
defended her dissertation in October.  Olesea accepted a postdoctoral associate 
position at the University of Massachusetts Medical School - Worcester. Olesea’s 

dissertation advisor is Dr. garY CHan. Congratulations, olesea!

grEgorY gorECZnY, a PhD student in Anatomy & Cell Biology, successfully 
defended his dissertation in October.  Greg has accepted a postdoctoral associate 

position at Brigham & Women’s Hospital, a teaching affiliate of Harvard 
Medical School.  Greg’s dissertation advisor is Dr. CHriStoPHEr turnEr. 

Congratulations, greg!

MEgan PEPPEnELLi, a PhD student in Microbiology & Immunology, successfully 
defended her dissertation in October.  Megan accepted a postdoctoral associate 

position at the University of Arizona. Megan’s dissertation advisor is 
Dr. garY CHan. Congratulations, Megan!

ForrESt wrigHt, a PhD student in Pharmacology, successfully defended his 
dissertation in October.  Forrest will remain as a postdoctoral associate position 

in the Pharmacology Department.  His dissertation advisor is Dr. riCHarD 
woJCiKiEwiCZ. Congratulations, Forrest!



from our students

ManSi BaBBar, a Pharmacology PhD student, successfully defended her 
dissertation in November.  Mansi’s dissertation advisor is Dr. M. SaEED SHEiKH. 

Congratulations, Mansi!

aSHLEY Canning, a PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, successfully 
passed her qualifying examination. Ashley’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. MiCHaEL CoSgrovE. Congratulations, ashley! 

Yu Liu, a PhD student in Neuroscience, successfully passed 
his qualifying examination. Yu’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. HuaiYu Hu. Congratulations, Yu! 

rui CHEn, a PhD student in Neuroscience, successfully passed 
his qualifying examination. Rui’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. SiJun ZHu. Congratulations, rui! 

Ying guo, a PhD student in Neuroscience, successfully passed 
her qualifying examination. Ying’s dissertation advisor is 
Dr. EDuarDo SoLESSio. Congratulations, Ying!

aSHLEigH JaCKoBEL, a PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, 
successfully passed her qualifying examination. Ashleigh’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. BruCE KnutSon. Congratulations, ashleigh! 

anna JoHn, a PhD student in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, successfully 
passed her qualifying examination. Anna’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. StEwart LoH. Congratulations, anna! 

ruSSELL LEvaCK, a PhD student in Microbiology & Immunology, successfully 
passed his qualifying examination. Russell’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. garY winSLow. Congratulations, russell! 

LinDSaY ratHBun, a PhD student in Anatomy & Cell Biology, successfully 
passed her qualifying examination. Lindsay’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. HEiDi HEHnLY. Congratulations, Lindsay! 

SuMana SunDaraMurtHY, a PhD student in Anatomy & Cell Biology, 
successfully passed her qualifying examination. Sumana’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. DaviD PruYnE. Congratulations, Sumana! 

CurtiS YingLing, a PhD student in Anatomy & Cell Biology, successfully 
passed his qualifying examination. Curtis’ dissertation advisor is 

Dr. DaviD PruYnE. Congratulations, Curtis! 

EriC PLantE, a PhD student in Anatomy & Cell Biology, successfully passed 
his qualifying examination. Eric’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. Mira KrEnDEL. Congratulations, Eric! 

Xin wang, a PhD student in Pharmacology, successfully passed 
her qualifying examination. Xin’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. Ying Huang. Congratulations, Xin! 

JarED wattErS, a PhD student in Neuroscience, successfully passed 
his qualifying examination. Jared’s dissertation advisor is 
Dr. wiLLiaM BrunKEn. Congratulations, Jared! 

ronaLD MiLLEr, a PhD student in Neuroscience, successfully 
passed his qualifying examination. Ronald’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. DaniEL tSo. Congratulations, ronald! 

PEi-Ju Liu, a PhD student in Anatomy & Cell Biology, successfully passed 
her qualifying examination. Pei-Ju’s dissertation advisor is 

Dr. Mira KrEnDEL. Congratulations, Pei-Ju! 



from our md/phd students
CHriStinE LY, an MD/PhD Student in Neuroscience, successfully passed her qualifying 

examination. Christine’s dissertation advisor is Dr. MiCHaEL ZuBEr. 
Congratulations, Christine! 

We are excited to welcome four first year MD/PhD students to campus. Pictured above 
from left is aDaM wEgMan, Maria ortiZ, SaM LaMagna, anD aKSHaY PatEL. 

A group of our MD/PhD Students attend the American Physician Scientist Association (APSA) Northeast Regional Conference on October 7, 2017 at the University of Rochester. Top 
left is CHriStinE LY presenting a poster to fellow Upstate MD/PhD student JEnnY CHEung at the conference. Bottom left is rEBECCa SagEr, who was selected to give an oral 

presentation.  Bottom right, is a group of our MD/PhD students who were in attendance that day.  Pictured from left to right, back row: LiaM CoYnE, niCK Huang, 
MiCHaEL garonE, Dana giannDrEa, SaM LaMagna; Middle Row: SungSu LEE, JEnnY CHEung, EriC BarnEtt, Laura SCZCEZniaK, CHriStinE LY;  

Front Row: rEBECCa SagEr, Maria ortiZ, aKSHaY PatEL, and aDaM wEgMan. 



CHriS LuCCHESi, PHD (Pharmacology ‘16) was presented with the “Best 
Poster Award” for his presentation at the Cancer Biology Training Consortium’s 
2017 Cancer Biology Annual Retreat & CABTRAC Annual Meeting held October 
29th - 31st in Stevenson, Washington. Congratulations, Chris! 

SHErriE LaFranCE-HaLE, PHD (Anatomy & Cell Biology ‘94) has returned 
to her roots. She started as a Research Instructor at Upstate Medical University 
in June of this year. She is teaching Gross Anatomy and Neuroanatomy. After 
earning her PhD in the Anatomy & Cell Biology Program with Dr. LarrY 
LEManSKi here at Upstate, Sherrie completed a postdoc with Dr. Mark Fishman 
of Harvard. She then began teaching Anatomy and Physiology courses at various 
undergraduate institutions. Sherrie and her husband, Peter, have a son, Lucien, 
who is now in college. Congratulations, Sherrie, and welcome back! 

aLuMni, wE want to Brag aBout You! EMaiL (BrEnnanJ@uPStatE.EDu) 
anD LEt uS Know wHat You’rE Doing. wE’LL inCLuDE it in tHE nEXt iSSuE! 

from our alumni



on Monday, august 28th, CgS Faculty, Students and Staff gathered to welcome the new incoming students: 

Kachikwulu  Ajulu PhD Biomedical Sciences
Brandon  Badillo MS Anatomy
Andrew  Brawner PhD Biomedical Sciences
Daniel  Fernee PhD Biomedical Sciences
Xiaokong  Gao PhD Biomedical Sciences
Fiza  Hashmi PhD Biomedical Sciences
Olha  Ivashkiv PhD Biomedical Sciences
Ishita  Joshi PhD Biomedical Sciences
Md Fazlul  Karim PhD Biomedical Sciences
Sam  LaMagna MD/PhD MD/PhD Program
Xiang  Li PhD Biomedical Sciences
Michael J.  Miller PhD Micro & Immunology
Connie  Mitra PhD Biomedical Sciences

Ryan  Mokhtari PHD Biomedical Sciences
Krista  Newell PhD Micro & Immunology
Maria  Ortiz MD/PhD  MD/PhD Program
Akshay  Patel MD/PhD MD/PhD Program
Andrew Phillips PhD Biomedical Sciences
Baylee Porter PhD Biomedical Sciences
Merin Roy PhD Biomedical Sciences
Farzana T. Tuli PhD Biomedical Sciences
Adam Wegman MD/PhD MD/PhD Program
Rebecca Whitman PhD Biomedical Sciences
Mark Woodford PhD Biochem & Mol Biology
Yunting Zhu PhD Biomedical Sciences

welcome new students!



 

surf 2017

The Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship Program Monday, June 5th through Friday, August 11th. Nine undergraduate students spent the summer researching here: Sarah Boothman, 
Kaitlyn Clapp, Shannon Coyne, Analysa Frederick, Hunter Gowans, April Jules, Ashley Loeven, Cynthia Okoye and John Sfakis. Pictured above are the students presenting their scientific poster at 
the Undergraduate Research Symposium on Thursday, August 11th, hosted by the Department of Chemistry at Syracuse University and the final day of presentations with the graduates and Dr. 
Michael Cosgrove, SURF Director! 



biomedical sciences retreat: 09.07.17



biomedical sciences retreat: 09.07.17



CarEEr DEvELoPMEnt worKSHoPS: 
1) On Wednesday, September 27th, Dr. vLaDiMir SirKotKin, Assistant 
Professor of Cell & Developmental Biology, gave us an introduction to imaging 
and analysis using ImageJ. 
2) On Wednesday, October 11th, Stephanie Wortel-London, Director of Educa-
tion at the New York Academy of Sciences, was on campus to give students an 
overview on Developing Transferrable Skills During the PhD
3) On Thursday, October 26th, Dr. Josh Henkin, Career Counselor and Founder of 
STEM Career Services, was here to give two presentations: career opportunities 
and strategic career planning; and creating a powerful resume. The remainder 
of the day, Josh met with students and postdocs individually to coach them and 
answer any questions they had. 

3

SiX StEPS to SuCCESS: 
1) On Friday, September 29th, Dr. garY CHan, Assistant Pprofessor of Microbiology & Immunology, 
taught our first year graduate students a few study techniques and most importantly how to read papers 
critically. He then led a student panel discussion about rotations. 
1) On Friday, September15th, Dr. FranCESCa Pignoni, Associate Professor of Ophthalmology,  gave 
an informal presentation on choosing a research topic and mentor, she also facilitated a discussion with 
student panelists on the same topic. 

 

career development corner

1 2

3



 in other news

JaCquaLYn SCHuLMan, a PhD student in Pharmacology, and Tyler Herrman 
married on November 4th, 2017 at Valenzano Winery in Shamong, NJ.
Jacqualyn’s dissertation advisor, Dr. Richard Wojcikiewicz,  were there to celebrate 
with her on her special day. Congratulations, Jacqualyn and tyler! 

niCK Huang, an MD/PhD student in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, served as team captain of the College of Graduate Studies “Run for their Life” team, featuring 
students, faculty and staff. The Run, organized by the Carol M. Baldwin Breast Cancer Research Fund of CNY, raises funds for breast cancer research happening at Upstate. 
The CGS team consisted of 15 members and raised $835 for the event. CGS Participants include: BranDon BaDiLLo, ariJita CHaKraBortY, LiaM CoYnE, 
wEnYi FEng, MiCHaEL garonE, niCK Huang, Mira KrEnDEL, Jing Li, HEatHEr nELSon, KriSta nEwELL, HarSH PatEL, anDrEw PHiLLiPS, 
BaYLEE PortEr, SaEED SHEiKH, vLaDiMir SirotKin, Laura SCZESniaK, StEPHan wiLKEnS, anD BranDon wYMan. 

The International Student Association held a soccer tournament on Saturday, 
October 15th at Barry Park for all students. CGS participants include: arturo 
BarBaCHano-guErrEro, MaDELinE CLarKE, MiCHaEL garonE, 
niCK Huang, Jing Li, PEi-Ju Liu, CaMEron MaCquarriE, HEatHEr 
nELSon, JaviEr SanCHEZ-PoZo, PEu Santra, CurtiS YingLing and 
EriC ZLuHan. 

EriCa CoLiCino, a PhD student in Anatomy and Cell Biology, participated 
in SUNY ESF’s Fall BBQ Alumni Panel, a student and young alumni networking 
event, held on October 28th. 



 in memorium

aLLEn “aL” SiLvErStonE, PHD
Professor, Microbiology & Immunology
Date of Death: November 19, 2017
Time of Service: 1985 - 2014 
During his tenure here, Dr. Silverstone mentored several doctoral students in the 
College of Graduate Studies. 
 Full Obituary available here. 

http://obits.nj.com/obituaries/starledger/obituary.aspx?n=allen-silverstone&pid=187347677&fhid=17128


iS tHErE SoMEtHing wE MiSSED??  
Email Jennifer Brennan at brennanj@upstate.edu to get it included in the next issue!

aFtErnoon tEa: 
Every wednesday at 3:00  
First wednesday of the month, tea is at the 
nrB 3708 (call 6-7753), all others in wH 3120.  

april 8, 2018 august 8, 2018 December 8, 2018   

Your next nih F30, 31 & 32 Fellowship deadline is: 

Visit here for more information. 

Mentors needed to participate in the NYS Mentoring Program, which matches Upstate 
students with at-risk youth in the Syracuse City School District. Mentors commit one 
hour per week. More information available here: https://www.ny.gov/programs/
new-york-state-mentoring-program contact Linda Veit at veitl@upstate.edu for 
more information. This is a great experience for anyone considering a career in teaching, 
looking for a way to get involved in their community or anyone looking for some teaching 
experience to bolster your CV. 

nYs Mentoring prograM - Mentors needed

wednesday, January 17, 2018 | 12:00 - 1:00 PM  | weiskotten 3113
Mark Schmitt, PhD (Dean, College of Graduate Studies)
Have questions about formatting your CV? Not sure what to do with your Individual 
Development Plan?  Join us as the Dean shares some of his favorite advice to help you 
create a strong CV and how to utilize your IDP more effectively! 

Maintaining an idp & an acadeMic cv

wednesday, January 31, 2018 | 12:00 - 1:00 PM  | weiskotten 3113
Jessica Henty-Ridilla, PhD (Assistant Professor, Cell & Developmental Biology)
Mobin Karimi, MD/PhD (Assistant Professor, Microbiology & Immunology)
Whether you know you want to be an academic or you’re just weighing your options, you 
won’t want to miss this! Our junior faculty share their personal experiences and the things you 
need to know (immediately and long-term) as you begin preparing for a career in academia. 

Maintaining an idp & an acadeMic cv

distinguished aluMni daY

Friday, February 16, 2018 | 12:00 - 1:00 PM  | weiskotten 2231
Sami Noujaim, PhD
Associate Professor, Cardiology
Assistant Professor, Molecular Pharmacology & Physiology
University of South Florida
Dr. Noujaim earned his PhD from the Pharmacology Program in 2007.  His thesis 
sponsor was Dr. Jose Jalife. 

 

upcoming events & save the dates!

https://researchtraining.nih.gov/programs/fellowships/F31
https://www.ny.gov/programs/new-york-state-mentoring-program
https://www.ny.gov/programs/new-york-state-mentoring-program

