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The Annual Women in Medicine and Science (WIMS) Potluck Dinner was held 

at Dr. Dale Avers’ home on June 2, 2014. Pictured here left to right: Mara 

Kaufmann, ND, MS, RN, CNE, College of Nursing, Pamela Youngs-Maher, 

Educational Communications, Susan Graham, MS, MT, (ASCP), SH, Clinical 

Laboratory Science, Melanie Kalman, PhD, CNS, College of Nursing, Dale 

Avers, PT, DPT, PhD, FAPTA, College of Health Professions – Physical 

Therapy, Paula Trief, PhD, Psychiatry and Dean’s Office, Deborah Hermann, 

Emergency Medicine, Leslie Kohman, MD, FACS, Surgery, Victoria Meguid, 

MD, Pediatrics. Photo Courtesy of Caitlin Sgarlat, MD, Pediatrics, who also 

attended. 
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June 17, 2014 Faculty Scholars Workshop Dinner 
 

The 2014 Faculty Scholars Workshop Dinner was held in the 9
th

 Floor Cafeteria 

of Weiskotten Hall on Tuesday June 17th and was attended by almost 50 people. 

The dinner welcomed Upstate faculty members who attended a faculty educator 

development seminar or a medical education journal club meeting during the 

2013-14 academic year.   

  

The Keynote Speakers were Melanie Kalman, RN, CNS, PhD, Jody Coppola, 

MS, FNP-BC, and Carol Anne Kozik, MS, CNS, FNP, all members of the 

faculty in the College of Nursing.  They presented, “A Case Study on Flipped 

Classrooms.” 

 

The annual event is sponsored by the Office of Faculty Affairs & Faculty 

Development.                                                                            (Photos by M. Henderson) 

 

  
Dr. Gregory Eastwood, Interim President of  Upstate,                             Joe Stein, PhD, Pharmacology, and Chair of the  

visits with Dr. Jennifer Moffat, Microbiology                                           Faculty Educator Development Committee,             

& Immunology, at the reception held prior to the workshop.                    welcomes attendees. 
 

 

    
Workshop Presenters: Melanie Kalman, RN, CNS, PhD,             Members of Upstate’s faculty who attended the event  

Jody Coppola, MS, FNP-BC,  and                                                 participate  in the interactive workshop. 
Carol Anne Kozik, MS, CNS, FNP                

 

https://www.google.com/url?url=https://secure.touchnet.com/C20235_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=3909&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=epj8U-WEG8mfyASe9ICICA&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNFp8pIRVySPDpcrv2KYzQzx7zPxbA
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Honors & Awards ~ Congratulations to:  

 
 

Donna Bacchi, MD, MPH, Chair, Public Health & Preventive Medicine, was 

given an award by the New York State Public Health Association for Public 

Health Leadership in New York State (April 2014). 

 

Thomas H. Dennison, PhD, Public Health and Preventive Medicine, received 

the St. Joseph’s Worker Award from St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center in 

Syracuse, New York. 

 

Stephen V. Faraone, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, has been included 

in the prestigious Thomson-Reuters list of The World’s Most Influential 

Scientific Minds for 2014. 

 

Stephen Glatt, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, will be receiving the 

Annual Connie Lieber Research Award from NAMI-NYS at its annual education 

conference in Albany on November 14th. This prestigious award is for 

"outstanding excellence in mental health research."  

 

Reza Gorji, MD, Anesthesiology, was elected by the Residents/Fellows 

graduating class of 2014 to receive the “Attending of the Year” award at the 

annual Resident/Fellow graduation dinner that was held on June 13
th

.   

 

Joyce Griffin-Sobel, PhD, RN, Dean of the College of Nursing, was selected to 

the 2014 AACN-Wharton Executive Leadership Fellows Program that is 

designed exclusively for top academic leaders in schools of nursing. The highly 

competitive selection process selects academic nursing leaders who possess the 

skills associated with “building strategic relationships, mobilizing stakeholders, 

negotiating for resources, and ushering in meaningful change.”            

 

Marvin Heyboer, III, MD, Emergency Medicine, has been accepted as a Fellow 

of Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine (FUHM) by the Board of Directors at the 

Annual Scientific Meeting, St. Louis, MO, June 20, 2014. 

 

Richard D. Veenstra, PhD, Pharmacology, was awarded a “Community Service 

of the Year – Individual” award. Dr. Veenstra is the Heart Walk team leader for 

cardiovascular research and one of Upstate's top Heart Walk fundraisers for the 

last five years. He invests a considerable amount of time to build a Heart Walk 

team, especially among Upstate's research community, to raise funds for the 

American Heart Association and to create community awareness of Upstate's 

research projects.  
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The following members of the faculty have been selected to join The 

Academy of Upstate Educators and will be recognized at the Fall Faculty 

Convocation, Sept. 17th: 

 

Michelle Dolphin, PT, DPT, MS, OCS, Physical Therapy Education, CHP 

   

Neerja Vajpayee, MD, Pathology, COM 
  

The Academy, formed in 2012, promotes innovation and excellence in education 

at Upstate and provides recognition to skilled and exemplary educators.  

 

The following members of the faculty are recipients of a 2014 President’s 

Award, and will be recognized at the Fall Faculty Convocation, Sept. 17th: 

  
Sandra Banas, MST, RPA-C, Physician Assistant Studies, CHP, Excellence in 

Teaching 

 

Ann S. Botash, MD, Pediatrics, Excellence in Teaching 

 

Joanne L. Coppola, MS, RN, FNP-BS, College of Nursing, Excellence in 

Teaching 

 

Paula A. Dygert, MD, Medicine & Pediatrics- Binghamton Campus, Excellence 

in Teaching 

 

Vincent E. Frechette, MD, Medicine, Excellence in Faculty Service 

 

Gary F. Nieman, Surgery, Excellence and Leadership in Research 

 

Stephan Wilkens, PhD, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, Excellence in  

Teaching 

 

                         
The following members of the faculty are recipients of a 2014 SUNY 

Chancellor’s Award and will be recognized at the Fall Faculty Convocation, 

Sept. 17th: 
 

 

David F. Lehmann, MD, PharmD, Medicine, Excellence in Faculty Service 

 

Kenneth A. Mann, PhD, Orthopedic Surgery, Excellence in Scholarship and 

Creative Activities 

 

Carol Recker-Hughes, PT, DPT, Physical Therapy Education, CHP, 

Excellence in Teaching 

   

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.nehs.us/wstudies/news/a1af91fd22bb4a3daef7be2ce3756e8f_congratulations-117171938.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.nehs.us/wstudies/news/bulletin.spring_summer.2010.shtml&usg=__G1M5XkUGbfhaQIL2cyZ_xp3vle8=&h=462&w=633&sz=32&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=uSG2qI338xFwbM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=congratulations&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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Leadership in Service 

 
 
 

International Leadership 

 
Joseph Stein, PhD, Pharmacology, was recently reappointed to a two-year term 

as Chair of the Educational Scholarship Committee of the International 

Association of Medical Science Educators (IAMSE). In addition, he was 

appointed to serve on IAMSE’s Professional Development Committee, which is 

responsible for recommending the overall scientific and educational programs of 

the association to the Board of Directors. 
 

Dmitriy Nikolavsky, MD, Urology, was the Organizer and Program Director for 

the meeting of the Russian Urological Association at the American Urology 

Association Annual Meeting, May 19, 2014, Orlando Florida. 

 

 

National Leadership 

 
 

Donna Bacchi, MD, MPH, Chair, Public Health & Preventive Medicine, began 

serving as a member of the Board of Directors of the American Journal of 

Preventive Medicine in July 2014. 

 

Sharon Brangman, MD, Medicine, will serve as principal investigator to 

develop the SUNY Network Aging Partnership to promote collaborative research 

on aging across SUNY's medical schools. 

 

 

William J. Brunken, PhD, Ophthalmology, has been named to serve on the 

Association of University Professors of Ophthalmology's Research Director's 

Council. 

 

Paula M. Trief, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, served as a reviewer 

for applications submitted in response to the RFA-DK-13-023, "Understanding 

Barriers and Facilitators to Type 1 Diabetes Management in Adults  (DP3)", 

NIH-NIDDK, July 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.loricarrassociates.com/2012/10/18/create-brand-supremacy-and-competitive-leadership-through-service-excellence/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Kfz9U8e1NM6jyATjs4DICw&ved=0CCQQ9QEwBw&usg=AFQjCNFSPlZa3r7ZQXr_BVrpyLqGGECGRQ
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State and Local Leadership 

 

 
Dmitriy Nikolavsky, MD, Urology, organized the Dr. Kulkarni & Barbagli 

Lecture, Reconstructive Urology Lecture Series, held at Upstate Urology, Upstate 

Medical University Hospital, May 20
th

 & 21st, 2014.  

 
 

 

 

 

Community Leadership 

 
Brian Johnson, MD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, was a panelist on the 

Fayetteville YMCA sponsored Community Event, “Fighting Heroin”, May 7 

2014, Syracuse, NY 

 

 
 

 

 

Leadership in Education 
 

Brian Johnson, MD and Nanette Dowling, DO, Psychiatry & Behavioral 

Sciences, organized a new part of the Medical Student Second Year Curriculum, 

"Sexual Health Day"  that was taught on Aug. 12 and 14, 2014. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Grants Awarded  
 

Sharon A. Brangman, MD, Medicine, PI 

Health Network: SUNY Network Aging Partnership: Investigating Frailty and 

Enhancing Lifespan Across the Health Spectrum 

4/1/14-3/31/15 

$147,482 

 

Sharon A. Brangman, MD, Medicine, PI 

Health Network: Development of Hand-held Biosensors for Rapid Diagnosis and 

Study of Neural Disease and Neurotoxins 

4/1/14-3/31/15 

$150,000 

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.foundant.com/research-fellowship.php&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=Cx_-U62hD4H-yQS_3IHYBA&ved=0CC4Q9QEwDA&usg=AFQjCNFqzzshzsPg3kYH8M9RJs0BItrtMg
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William J. Brunken, PhD, Ophthalmology, PI 

National Institutes of Health 

Spectral Domain Ophthalmic Imaging System 

6/1/14-5/31/15 

$132,320 

 

Timothy A. Damron, MD, Orthopedic Surgery, PI 

Megan E. Oest, PhD and Kenneth A. Mann, PhD, Orthopedic Surgery, co-Is 

NIH-National Institute of Arthritis, Musculoskeletal & Skin Diseases 

Biochemical and Biomechanical Changes to Bone Following Radiotherapy 

7/1/14-6/30/19 

$1,673,512 

 

Thomas H. Dennison, PhD, Public Health and Preventive Medicine, PI 

New York State Health Foundation 

Engaging the Community to Decrease Drug Dependent Newborns 

5/15/14 - 5/15/15  

$50,000 

 

Stephen V. Faraone, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, PI 

Stephen J. Glatt, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, PI 

NIH- National Institute of Mental Health 

Longitudinal Family/Molecular Genetic Study to Validate Research Domain 

Criteria 

6/25/14-5/31/19 

$1,790,764 

 

Sandra R. Fernandez, PhD, Microbiology & Immunology, PI 

Crohns and Colitis Foundation of America 

Analysis of SHIP1 Activity, Expression and Sequence in Crohn's Disease 

7/1/14-7/1/15 

$58,250 

 

Ajeet Gajra, MD, Medicine, PI 

Celgene Corporation 

A Phase III, Randomized, Open-Label, Cross-Over, Multi-Center, Safety and 

Efficacy Study to Evaluate NAB-Paclitaxel (Abraxane) as a Maintenance 

Treatment After Induction with NAB-Paclitaxel Plus Carboplatin in Subjects 

with Squamous Cell Non Small Cell Lung Cancer 

6/26/14-6/25/15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://usa-grant.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/29-research-grants.jpg&imgrefurl=http://usa-grant.com/research-grants.php&usg=__q6k8lt-s7X3oBteLiDvmr0HEYK8=&h=214&w=240&sz=15&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=14KURHBr3QvvpM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=110&prev=/images?q=research+grants&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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George G. Holz, PhD, Medicine 

Co-Investigator with Jimmy Wu, Ph.D. (PI) of Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH 

NIH- National Institute of General Medical Sciences 

Synthesis and Target Identification of Potent GLP-1 Secretagogues 

08/14-07/19 

$426,966 (Upstate subcontract) 

 

Jing An, PhD, Pharmacology, PI 

Sanford Burnham Medical Research Institute 

Structures and Interactions of Chemokine 

5/15/14-4/30/15 

$159,500 

 

Burk Jubelt, MD, Neurology, PI 

Biogen Idec 

A Multicenter, Global, Observational Study to Collect Information on Safety and 

to Document the Drug Utilization of Tecfidera (Dimethyl Fumarate) When Used 

in Routine Medical Practice in the Treatment of Multiple Sclerosis (ESTEEM) 

5/8/14-5/7/15 

$1,500 

 

Karol Kerr, MD, Pediatrics, PI 

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 

Workload Intensity NIH National Clinical Trials Network (NCTN) Grant  

4/11/14-2/28/15 

 

Leszek Kotula, MD, PhD, Urology, PI 

NIH- National Cancer Institute 

Mechanism of PIN Development in Ab1/Hssh3bp1 KO Mouse 

8/14-7/15 

$323,854 

 

Leszek Kotula, MD, PhD, Urology, PI 

Carol M. Baldwin Research Grant 

WAVE Complex as a Therapeutic Target in Breast Cancer 

2014 

$50,000 

 

Mira F. Krendel, PhD, Cell & Developmental Biology, PI 

American Heart Association Founders Affiliate 

Myosin 1e Role in Regulating Assembly and Stability of Cell-Cell Junctions 

Between Glomerular Podocytes 

7/1/14-6/30/15 

$23,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bostonscientific.com/templatedata/imports/HTML/crmgrant/images/grants_homeimage.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bostonscientific.com/templatedata/imports/HTML/crmgrant/index.html&usg=__jmXCO2boZ2foLz3SZTumvAwrIsw=&h=347&w=514&sz=77&hl=en&start=23&itbs=1&tbnid=s0i77Fv9bb4_5M:&tbnh=88&tbnw=131&prev=/images?q=grants&start=21&hl=en&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=21&tbs=isch:1
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William F. Lavelle, MD, Surgery, PI 

K2M Inc. 

Preservation of Thoracic Kyphosis and Coronal Curve Correction as a Function 

of Rod Stiffness with the use of the K2M mesa Rail Deformity System in the 

Surgical Treatment of Adolescent Idiopathic Scoliosis  

3/20/14-3/19/15 

 

Megan E. Oest, PhD, Orthopedic Surgery, PI 

Timothy A. Damron, MD, Orthopedic Surgery, Co-I 

Baldwin Foundation 

Cellular Regulation of Radiotherapy-Associated Bone Damage 

12/01/14-11/30/15 

$16,201 

 

Andras Perl, MD, PhD, Medicine, PI 

Luoxis Diagnostics 

Metabolic Control of Systemic Autoimmunity 

7/1/14-6/30/15 

$50,000 

 

Andras Perl, MD, PhD, Medicine, PI 

University of Vermont 

RIG-I Regulation of Interferon Signature in SLE 

1/1/14-12/31/16 

$150,000 

 

Elizabeth A. Reddy, MD, Medicine, PI 

NYS AIDS Institute 

Hepatitis C Care and Treatment Initiative 

4/1/14-9/30/14 

$44,410 

 

Rosemary Rochford, PhD, Microbiology & Immunology, PI 

Westat Corp. 

Provision of Data from the Kisumu Cancer Registry 

5/1/14-9/22/14 

$20,000 

 

Mark E. Schmitt, PhD, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, PI 

Brain Network: Summer Scholars 

5/1/14-10/30/14 

$16,222 

 

Anna M. Stewart, PhD, Microbiology & Immunology, PI 

Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research 

Developing an Operational Research Framework to Assess Local Flood Response 

Capabilities: A Case Study of Rural Coastal Community in Ecuador 

5/1/14-4/30/15 

$24,170 
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Leonard B. Weiner, MD Pediatrics, PI 

Merck Sharp and Dohme Corp. 

A Phase III Double Blind, Randomized, Multicenter, Controlled Study to 

Evaluate the Immunogenicity, Safety, and Tolerability of VARIVAX(TM) New 

Seed Process (NSP) Administered Concomitantly with M-M-R(TM) II V210-

063-0032 

5/16/14-5/15/15 

$5,000 

 

Ruth S. Weinstock, MD, PhD, Medicine, PI 

Calibra Medical Inc. 

Glycemic Control and Treatment Satisfaction Using Finesse Versus Pen for 

Initiating Bolus Insulin Dosing in Patients with Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus 

(T2DM) not Achieving Glycemic Targets on Basal Insulin with/without Anti-

hyperglycemic Agents 

5/14/14-5/13/15 

 

Michael Zuber, PhD and Andrea Viczian, PhD, Ophthalmology, Co-PIs with 

Jun Qu, PhD, Gail Seigel, PhD and Steven Fliesler, PhD from University at 

Buffalo, State University of New York 

SUNY Brain Network of Excellence 

Membrane-permeable Transcriptional Regulators for Retinal Repair 

7/14-6/15 

$93,675 

 

 
 

 

 

Publications 
 

Raghu G, Collins BF, Xia D, Schmidt R, Abraham JL. Pulmonary fibrosis 

associated with aluminum trihydrate (Corian) dust. N Engl J Med. 

2014;370:2154-6 

 

Antshel K, Hier B, Fremont W, Faraone SV, Kates W. Predicting reading 

comprehension academic achievement in late adolescents with velo-cardio-facial 

(22q11.2 deletion) syndrome (VCFS): a longitudinal study. J Intellect Disabil 

Res. [Epub May 26, 2014] 

 

Mena E, Owenius R, Turkbey B, Sherry R, Bratslavsky G, et al.  Fluciciatide in 

the in vivo evaluation of human melanoma and renal tumors expressing αvβ 3 

and α vβ 5 integrins. Eur J Nucl Med Mol Imaging.  2014, June 28.  PMID:  

24973039 
 

Remillard TC, Bratslavsky G, Jensen-Taubman S, Stetler-Stevenson WG, 

Bourboulia D.  Molecular mechanisms of tissue inhibitor of metalloproteinase 2 

in the tumor microenvironment.  Molecular and Cellular Therapies. 2014;2:17  

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24973039
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24973039
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Brenner J.  Ethics consultations should mirror other clinical consultations in 

accountability.  Am J Bioeth.  2014 Jun 14(6):48-50 

 

Perlstein MD, Chohan MR, Coman IL, Antshel KM, Fremont WP, Gnirke 

MH, Kikinis Z, Middleton FA, Radoeva PD, Shenton ME, Kates WR. White 

matter abnormalities in 22q11.2 deletion syndrome: Preliminary associations with 

the Nogo-66 receptor gene and symptoms of psychosis. Schizophr Res. 2014 

Jan;152(1):117-23 

 

Damron TA. CORR insights®: Subungual exostosis of the toes: A systematic 

review (Review). Clini Orthop Rel Res. 2014 Apr;472(4):1260-1 

 

Borden WB, Marier AF, Dennison TH, Freund DA, Cook K, Mushlin AI. 

Assessing variation in utilization for acute myocardial infarction in New York 

State. Healthcare. May 2014 05 001:1-5. 1016j.hjdsi 

 

Nan C, Dube S, Matoq A, Mikesell L, Abbott L, Alshiekh-Nasany R, Chionuma  

H, Huang X, Poiesz BJ, Dube DK.  Expression of sarcomeric tropomyosin in 

striated muscles in axolotl treated with Shz-1, a small cardiogenic molecule.  

Cardiovasc Toxicol.  2014 Jun 24.  PubMed PMID: 24958154 

 

Endy TP.  Dengue human infection model performance parameters.  J Infect Dis.  

2014 Jun 15;209 Suppl 2:S56-60 

 
Endy TP.  Human immune responses to Dengue virus infection: Lessons learned 

from prospective cohort studies.  Front Immunol. 2014 Apr 24;5:183.eCollection 

2014.  

 

Anderson KB, Gibbons RV, Cummings DA, Nisalak A, Green S, Libraty DH, 

Jarman RG, Srikiatkhachorn A, Mammen MP, Darunee B, Yoon IK, Endy TP.  

A shorter time interval between first and second dengue infections is associated 

with protection from clinical illness in a school-based cohort in Thailand.  J Infect 

Dis. 2014 Feb 1;209(3):360-8.  PMID: 239634110 

 

Caci H, Doepfner M, Asherson P, Donfrancesco R, Faraone SV, et al. Daily life 

impairments associated with self-reported childhood/adolescent attention-

deficit/hyperactivity disorder and experiences of diagnosis and treatment: Results 

from the European Lifetime Impairment Survey.  European Psychiatry. 2014; 29: 

316–23 

Hart AB, Gamazon ER, Engelhardt BE, Sklar P, KÃ¤hler AK, Hultman CM, 

Sullivan PF, Neale BM, Faraone SV, et al. Genetic variation associated with 

euphorigenic effects of d-amphetamine is associated with diminished risk for 

schizophrenia and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S 

A. 2014 Apr 22;111(16):5968-73 

Fredriksen M, Dahl AA, Martinsen EW, Klungsoyr O, Faraone SV, Peleikis DE. 

Childhood and persistent ADHD symptoms associated with educational failure 

and long-term occupational disability in adult ADHD. Atten Defic Hyperact 

Disord. 2014 Jun;6(2):87-99. doi: 10.1007/s12402-014-0126-1 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_RHseoC6Dk5E/TMhHHJAKEtI/AAAAAAAAAgg/UFALkxKE6ec/s1600/AJOB+Cover+October+2010.2.jpg
http://www.drthomasebrown.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Attention-Deficit-Disorder-book.png
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Uchida M, Faraone SV, et al. Further evidence that severe scores in the 

aggression/anxiety-depression/attention subscales of child behavior checklist 

(severe dysregulation profile) can screen for bipolar disorder symptomatology: A 

conditional probability analysis.  J Affect Disord. 2014 Aug;165:81-6 

 

van Ewijk H, Heslenfeld DJ, Zwiers MP, Faraone SV, et al. Different 

mechanisms of white matter abnormalities in attention-deficit/hyperactivity 

disorder: A diffusion tensor imaging study.  J Am Acad Child Adolesc Psychiatry. 

2014 Jul;53(7):790-9.e3 

Fazili T, Sharngoe C, Javaid W.  An 86-year-old man with septic arthritis of the 

knee.  Can J Infect Dis Med Microbiol. 2014 Spring; 25(1):e18-9 

 

Nat A, Sharma N, Nat A, Rane M, Carpio CD, Ford T, Kaul P, Sharma A.  Air 

embolism via a bronchoventricular fistula.  Am J Respir Crit Care Med. 2014 Jun 

15; 189(12):1560-1 

 

Gajra A, Jatoi A.  Non-small-cell lung cancer in elderly patients: A discussion of 

treatment options.  J Clin Oncol. 2014;Jul 28. pii: JCO.2014.55.3099. PubMed 

PMID: 25071101 

 

Gajra A, Marr AS, Ganti AK.  Management of patients with lung cancer and 

poor performance status.  J Natl Compr Canc Net. 2014 July;12(7):1015-25  

 

Li F, Gorji R, Tallarico R, et al. Risk factors for delayed extubation in thoracic 

and lumbar spine surgery: A retrospective analysis of 135 patients. J Anesthesia. 

2014 Apr;28(2):161-6 

 

Jones LA, Morley EJ, Grant WD, Wojcik SM, Paolo WF.  Adherence to head 

computed tomography guidelines for mild traumatic brain injury.  West J Emerg 

Med.  2014 Jul;15(4):459-64 

 

Pratts M, Citrome L, Grant W, et al.  Single-dose, randomized, double-blind, 

placebo-controlled trial of sublingual asenapine for acute agitation.  Acta 

Psychiatr Scand.  2014 Jul; 130(1):61-8 

 

Heyboer M III, Milovanova TN, Wojcik S, Grant W, et al.  CD34=/CD45-dim 

stem cell mobilization by hyperbaric oxygen – changes with oxygen dosage.  

Stem Cell Res.  2014 May; 12(3):638-45 

 

Heyboer M III, Grant WD, Byrne J, Pons P, Morgan M, Igbal B, Wojcik SM.  

Hyperbaric oxygen for the treatment of nonhealing arterial insufficiency ulcers.  

Wound Repair Regen.  2014 May-Jun;22(3):351-5 

Hodgman MJ.  Seeking a role, Psi and APAPxAT as acetaminophen risk 

assessment tools.  Clin Toxicol.  2014 Jun;52(5):451-3 

 

 

 

http://www.elsevier.nl/locate/issn/01650327
http://informahealthcare.com/ctx
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Holz GG, et al. New insights concerning the molecular basis for defective 

glucoregulation in soluble adenylyl cyclase knockout mice. Biochim Biophys 

Acta, Molecular Basis of Disease, 2014; Review. S0925-4439(14)00200-2. 

doi:10.1016/j.bbadis.2014.06.023. PMID: 24980705 

 

Levin AM, Iannuzzi MC, et al.  Admixture fine-mapping in African Americans 

implicates XAF1 as a possible sarcoidosis risk gene.  PLoS One. 2014 Mar 

24;9(3):e92646 

 

Levin AM, Adrianto I, Datta I, Iannuzzi MC, et al. Performance of HLA allele 

prediction methods in African Americans for class II genes HLA-DRB1, -DQB1, 
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Prevention For The Anesthesiologists” at the European Society of 

Anesthesiologists meeting, Stockholm, Sweden, June 2014. 

 

Gennady Bratslavsky, MD, Chair, Urology, presented “Nephron Sparing 

Surgery for Big Renal Tumors”, “IVC Thrombus:  Robot Assisted”, “The Role of 

Surgery in Metasatic Cancer – Kidney, Bladder, and Prostate Cancer”, and 

“When and Where to Apply Metastasectomy?”, at the 2
nd

 Friends of Israel 

Urological Symposium, Tel Aviv, Israel, July, 2014. 

 

Gennady Bratslavsky, MD, Chair, Urology, presented “Urologic Oncology” at 

the International Russian Speaking Urological Society, American Urological 

Association 2014 Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL, May 2014. 

 

Petya Radoeva, MD, PhD, Wanda Fremont, MD, Kevin Antshel, PhD, Wendy 

Kates, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented “Longitudinal 

Assessment of Premorbid Adjustment in Individuals With 22q11.2 Deletion 

(Velo-Cardio-Facial) Syndrome and Association with Psychosis Proneness” at 

the 21
st
 International Scientific Meeting of the Velo-cardio-facial Syndrome 

Educational Foundation, Las Vegas, Nevada, July 2014. 

 

Brian Johnson, MD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented a symposium 

“Disorders of the Opioidergic System” along with Psychiatry Residents Swati 

Shivale MBBS, “Pain Killers That Cause Pain,” and Scott Ulberg, MD, 

“Fibromyalgia, a Dearth of Opioid Tone,” at the International 

Neuropsychoanalysis Congress, New York City, July 26, 2014. 

 

Wendy Kates, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented “White Matter 

Microstructural Abnormalities of the Cingulum Bundle in Youth with 22q11.2 

Deletion Syndrome: Associations with Medication and Prodromal Symptoms of 

Psychosis” at the 9
th

 Biennial International 22q11.2 Deletion Syndrome Meeting, 

Mallorca, Balearic Islands, Spain, June, 2014. 

 

Wendy Kates, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented “Predicting 

Risk for Psychosis in Velo-Cardio-Facial Syndrome” to Department of Pediatrics, 

at the Chaim Sheba Medical Center, Tel Aviv, Israel, Jan. 2014. 

 

Leah Mattiaccio BA, and Wendy Kates, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral 

Sciences, presented “fMRI and the Brain: Collecting Information for a Better 

Understanding of Brain Functioning” at the 21
st
 International Scientific Meeting 

of the Velo-cardio-facial Syndrome Educational Foundation, Las Vegas, Nevada, 

July 2014. 

 

 

http://vcfsef.org/Resource_image/860fMRI%20and%20the%20Brain%20%20Collecting%20Information%20for%20a%20Better%20Understanding%20of%20Brain%20Function.pdf
http://vcfsef.org/Resource_image/860fMRI%20and%20the%20Brain%20%20Collecting%20Information%20for%20a%20Better%20Understanding%20of%20Brain%20Function.pdf
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/student_dean/multicultural_affairs/Images & Docs/restaurant-equipment-international-freight-shipping.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lawrence.edu/dept/student_dean/multicultural_affairs/&usg=__6X1XbOlFWAB7L5G9e5_5XXcLFfQ=&h=377&w=915&sz=110&hl=en&start=7&itbs=1&tbnid=PiFfC62ZPgvzuM:&tbnh=61&tbnw=147&prev=/images?q=international&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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Christopher P. Morley PhD, Family Medicine, presented "Season of Birth and 

Risk for Schizophrenia in the Azorean Population" (co-authors: Carlos N. Pato 

MD and Michele T. Pato MD) at the WONCA Europe 2014 Conference in 

Lisbon, Portugal, July, 2014. 

 

Joseph Stein, PhD, Pharmacology, presented a workshop, “Educational 

Scholarship”, at the 18
th

 Annual International Association of Medical Science 

Educators Meeting in Nashville, TN, June 7, 2014. 

 

Scott VanValkenburg, MD, Orthopedic Surgery, presented “Tibial Tray 

Migration of Two Cementless Knee Designs” at the 7
th

 World Congress of 

Biomechanics, Boston, MA, July, 2014. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

National 
 

Bryan S. Margulies, PhD, Orthopedic Surgery, presented “The Push and Pull of 

the Netrin Ligands in the Regulation of Bone Formation and Bone Re-

absorption” at the 60
th

 Annual Orthopeadic Research Society Meeting, New 

Orleans, LA, Mar. 2014. 

 

Mehdi Mollapour, PhD, Urology, presented “Hsp90 inhibitors - Preferential 

Accumulation in Tumors” at the American Society of Clinical Oncology 

(ASCO), Chicago IL, May-June 2014. 

 

Christopher P. Morley PhD, Family Medicine, co-presented "Double Dipping: 

Turning Your Work Into Peer-Reviewed Scholarly Activity" with Andrea L. 

Pfeifle EdD, George R. Bergus MD, MAEd, Joseph J. Brocato PhD, and  Kristen 

L. Bene PhD, at the 47th Annual Spring Conference of the Society for Teachers 

of Family Medicine in San Antonio, TX, May 2014. 

  

Christopher P. Morley PhD, Family Medicine, co-presented "Mentoring 

Scholarly Activity: A Primer for Faculty" with Joseph J. Brocato PhD, Jennifer 

Hartmark-Hill MD, and Della A. Rees, PhD, at the 47th Annual Spring 

Conference of the Society for Teachers of Family Medicine in San Antonio, TX, 

May 2014. 

 

Christopher P. Morley PhD, Family Medicine,  co-presented "Teaching Cross-

Cultural Communication Skills Online: A Mixed Method Evaluation of a Novel 

Curricular Element" with Amy L. Lee MD, at the 47th Annual Spring Conference 

of the Society for Teachers of Family Medicine in San Antonio, TX, May 2014. 

 

Christopher P. Morley PhD, Cinthia Elkins MD PhD, and John W. Epling 

Jr. MD MSEd FAAFP, Family Medicine, co-presented "Curiouser and 

Curiouser: A Toolbox of Research Methods to Enhance Your Scholarly Activity" 

with Kristen L. Bene PhD, Andrea L. Pfeifle EdD, and Joanne E. Williams MD 

MPH, at the 47th Annual Spring Conference of the Society for Teachers of 

Family Medicine in San Antonio, TX, May 2014. 

 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.united-states-map.com/map-united-states.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.united-states-map.com/tabloid.htm&usg=__GO7mqXcxJfKMYSMUhKtG4phTxJw=&h=927&w=1386&sz=582&hl=en&start=9&itbs=1&tbnid=510Qugs_N4fKXM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=united+states&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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Jessica Paonessa, MD, Urology, presented “Addition Of Sodium Bicarbonate to 

Irrigation Solution May Assist In Dissolution Of Uric Acid Fragments During 

Ureteroscopy.” Podium presentation at the Research On Calculus Kinetics 

Society Meeting, Fort Lauderdale, FL, Feb. 2014. 

 

Jessica Paonessa, MD, Urology, presented “Addition Of Sodium Bicarbonate To 

Irrigation Solution May Assist In Dissolution Of Uric Acid Fragments During 

Ureteroscopy” (Podium presentation),  “Holmium Laser Enucleation Of The 

Prostate For Glands Larger Than 200 Grams” (video presentation),  and “Natural 

Orifice Transluminal Endoscopic Surgery Radical Prostatectomy” (Video 

presentation) at the American Urological Association Annual Meeting, Orlando, 

FL, May 2014. 

 

Joseph G. Sorbello, MSEd, RT, RRT, Respiratory Therapy Education, CHP, 

presented “Let’s Raise The Bar:  Developing The Master Teacher,” at the 

American Association for Respiratory Care Summer Forum, Marco Island, FL, 

July 2014. 

 

Paula M. Trief, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented "Depression 

and Weight Loss in the SHINE DPP Translation Study" in the "Important 

Findings and Considerations in Behavioral Medicine" session, at the 74
th

 

Scientific Sessions of the American Diabetes Association, San Francisco CA, 

June, 2014. Co-authors: Ruth S.Weinstock, MD, PhD, Medicine, Donald 

Cibula, PhD, Public Health & Preventive Medicine, Linda M. Delahanty, RD, 

Harvard Medical University. 

 

Paula M. Trief, PhD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences and Dean’s Office, 

presented “Guidelines for Stopping the Tenure Clock”, at the INRoad session: 

Faculty Career Flexibility: Supporting the Faculty of Today and Tomorrow, at the 

Annual Meeting of the AAMC Group on Faculty Affairs, Boston, MA, June 

2014.   

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

State & Local   

 
Gennady Bratslavsky, MD, Chair, Urology, presented “Genetic Tests for 

Prostate Cancer:  The Next Frontier”, at The Urological Institute of Northeastern 

New York’s 13
th

 Annual Current Concepts in Men’s Health Conference, Lake 

Placid, NY, August 15-17, 2014. 

 
Brian Johnson, MD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented “Why Do 

Addicts Behave So Oddly?  How Addictive Drugs Change the Brain” at the New 

York State Society of Medical Assistants 55th Annual Meeting, Syracuse, NY, 

April 5, 2014.  

 

Luo, Juntao, PhD, Pharmacology, presented, “Novel Telodendrimer 

Nanocarriers for Efficient Anticancer Delivery,” at SUNY Binghamton 

University, Binghamton, NY, April 4, 2014.  

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=egf-U87YEIyxyASX5IL4Ag&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNGOkxIhYkN1RTZ0Kht8BMlsKQN9NQ
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.abusegroup.com/images/mnewyork.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.abusegroup.com/state/new-york&usg=__k6kGeLqcFiupAfwlmS5OaGWRWzg=&h=380&w=509&sz=59&hl=en&start=21&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=B0B53vbOZ0nuGM:&tbnh=98&tbnw=131&prev=/images?q=new+york+state&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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Dmitriy Nikolavsky, MD, Urology, presented “Urethroplasty Tips & Tricks to 

Improve Surgical Outcomes” at “Current Concepts in Men’s Health Seminar”, 

Lake Placid, NY, August 15-17, 2014. 

 

Ronald Pies, MD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented “Language, 

Logic and Metaphor: A Critical Examination of Thomas Szasz’s ‘Myth of Mental 

Illness’” at the symposium  “A Celebration of the Life and Work of Thomas 

Szasz”, Department of Psychiatry, Syracuse, NY, Aug. 8, 2014. 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Community 

 
Brian Johnson, MD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented “Update on 

Heroin and Opioids”, at the SUNY Personal Safety Conference for Statewide 

Educators in East Syracuse, NY, May 12, 2014. 

 

Brian Johnson, MD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented “How to 

Address the Heroin/Opioid Epidemic on Campus” at a meeting of SUNY College 

Presidents and Chief Academic Officers, Albany, NY, May 20, 2014. 

 

Brian Johnson, MD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, presented “How Police 

Can Best Help Intoxicated Persons” at a meeting of the Syracuse Citizens Review 

Board on Addiction, Syracuse, NY, Feb. 1, 2014.  

 

 

 

 

Upstate Medical University's hour-long talk radio program, "HealthLink on Air" 

appears from 9 to 10 p.m. Sundays on WRVO Public Media. Each interview 

segment is archived at www.upstate.edu/healthlinkonair, as well. Many of the 

interviews draw on the expertise of Upstate faculty. To suggest an interview, 

please contact Amber Smith in Marketing & University Communications at 

smithamb@upstate.edu or 464-4822. The following members of the faculty 

participated in the past quarter:  

 

Fahd Ali, MD      Traian Anghel, MD 

Luna Bhatta, MD     Steven Blatt, MD 

Jeffrey Bogart, MD     Sharon Brangman, MD 

James Ciaccio, MD     Ramsay-Sami Farah, MD 

Ajay Jain, MD     Rick Kelley, MD 

Melissa Ko, MD     William Lavelle, MD 

Renee Mestad, MD     Deirdre Neilen, PhD 

Gary Nieman, MS     Rich O’Neill, PhD 

Ronald Pies, MD     Kevin Setter, MD  

Palma Shaw, MD     Alexandra Spadola,   

Terrence Thines, DDS, MS    Charles Woods III, MD 
 

 

http://www.upstate.edu/healthlinkonair,
mailto:smithamb@upstate.edu
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://openhack.github.io/syracuse/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=wgf-U-rdFIKWyAS30YHgDg&ved=0CDgQ9QEwEQ&usg=AFQjCNGDtw5F2vLPCXLSJvWK7jAvhIcstA
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_drUMJ9HF-tQ/SUEpneS3dCI/AAAAAAAAGXI/XA61ZyMxLLg/s400/syracuse.jpg&imgrefurl=http://fanfoodie.blogspot.com/2008/12/syracuse-ny-complete-guide.html&usg=__5vkoTZSuEAj-D3XBgJq6g034mPI=&h=262&w=400&sz=37&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=LpvHMWWLfMTx5M:&tbnh=81&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=syracuse,+new+york&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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Department News 
 
In late March of this year, Robert Weisenthal, MD, Thomas Bersani, MD, 

Walter Merriam, MD, Evis Petrela, MD and Lawrence Stewart, MD, 

Ophthalmology, completed their 15
th

 trip to LaCeiba Honduras performing eye 

surgery with a team of 18 individuals: four surgeons, an anesthesiologist, four 

nurses, two optometrists and seven volunteers. This year we broke the record for 

the number of surgeries performed at 169; along with 500 eye exams including 

free glasses, drops and lots of tender loving care. They have been going to 

Honduras since 1992 and are currently working with the second generation of a 

family of ophthalmologists (Dr. Ponces) who help them screen patients for care 

and provide follow-up as necessary. With their help, they are able to perform a 

wide range of surgery, from cataracts, corneal transplants, surgery for crossed 

eyes as well as many ptyergium excisions and oculoplastic procedures.  

 

The beauty of volunteering is that you always get back much more than you give. 

They remember the 7-year-old orphan who developed congenital cataracts which 

blinded him at the age of 3 and after surgery not only walked out with good 

vision but also his first books: a coloring book and a photographic album of 

animals. Or the hundreds of patients over the years who have needed to be led 

into clinic and then walked out on their own after cataract surgery. Or the many 

disfigured patients from trauma with misshaped eyelids, blind white eyes or large 

scars who have undergone plastic procedures and had prosthesis placed in their 

eyes restoring a normal appearance and improving their life immeasurably.  

They are lucky to have had this life changing opportunity. 

 
 

 

 

 

Promotions 
 
Hal Cohen, MD, Radiology, was promoted to Professor, July 2014. 

 

Wanda Fremont, MD, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, was promoted to 

Professor (previously tenured), July 2014. 

 

William Lavelle, MD, Orthopedic Surgery, was promoted to Associate Professor 

with Tenure, July 2014. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                - 26 -                                

______________ 

New Faculty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Faculty 
 
Vikram Aggarwal, MD, Assistant Professor, Medicine 

Dr. Aggarwal received his medical degree from Dr. D.Y. Patil Medical College in 

India and completed his residency at St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center in 

Toronto.  He pursued additional training in Nephrology at Jaslok Hospital & 

Research Center in India and at the University of Toronto.    

 

G. David Annas, MD, Assistant Professor, Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences 

Dr. Annas received his medical degree from Boston University School of 

Medicine and completed his residency at the University of Michigan. He pursued 

additional training in Forensic Psychiatry at SUNY Upstate Medical University.  

He has been a member of our voluntary faculty. 

 

Sylva Bem, MD, Assistant Professor, Pathology 

Dr. Bem received her medical degree from Charles University Medical School in 

the Czech Republic and completed her residency at SUNY Upstate Medical 

University.  She pursued additional training in Hematopathology and Transfusion 

Medicine at Upstate.  She has been a member of our voluntary faculty. 

 

Timothy Byler, MD, Assistant Professor, Urology 

Dr. Byler received his medical degree from the University of Medicine and 

Dentistry of New Jersey Medical School and completed his residency at SUNY 

Upstate Medical University. 

 

KinKee Chung, DO, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics 

Dr. Chung received his degree in osteopathic medicine from Nova Southeastern 

University and completed his residency at Winthrop University Hospital. He 

pursued additional training in Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics at 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. He joins us from Guthrie Ambulatory Health 

Clinic at Fort Drum. 

 

Amy DeBlois, PT, MS, CLT-LANA, Clinical Assistant Professor, Physical 

Therapy, CHP 

Ms. DeBlois earned her Master's degree from Ithaca College. She has worked as 

a Physical Therapist at Upstate for many years. She was a Guest Lecturer for 

Upstate's DPT program.  

 

Jennifer Dettloff, MD, Instructor, Pathology 

Dr. Dettloff received her medical degree from the University of Florida and 

completed her residency at Rush University Medical Center. 

 

Xiaoli Dong, MD, Assistant Professor, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 

Dr. Dong received her medical degree from Peking Union Medical College in 

China and completed her residency at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. She 

joins us from private practice. 
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James Ferretti, DO, Assistant Professor, Radiology 

Dr. Ferretti received his degree in osteopathic medicine from Lake Erie College 

of Osteopathic Medicine and completed his residency at Nassau University 

Medical Center.  He pursued additional training in Diagnostic Radiology at Tufts 

Medical Center.  He has been in private practice. 

 

Matthew Garman, MD, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 

Dr. Garman received his medical degree and completed his residency at SUNY 

Upstate Medical University. 

 

Donna Gregory, DNP, WHNP, BC, Assistant Professor, College of Nursing  

Dr. Gregory earned her DNP from Old Dominion University. She was recently an 

Assistant Professor at Utica College. She was previously a Nurse Practitioner and 

a faculty member at Kaplan University, St. Joseph's College of Nursing and 

Medical Careers Institute School of Health Science of ECPI. 

 

David Heisig, MD, Professor, Medicine 

Dr. Heisig received his medical degree from Albany Medical College and 

completed his residency at SUNY Upstate Medical University.  He pursued 

additional training in Gastroenterology at Upstate.  He has been on our faculty 

previously and rejoins us from MVP Healthcare. 

 

Matthew Johnson, MD, Instructor, Otolaryngology 

Dr. Johnson received his medical degree from, and completed his residency at, 

the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health. 

 

Brian Kistler, MD, Assistant Professor, Orthopedic Surgery 

Dr. Kistler received his medical degree from the Medical College of Wisconsin 

and completed his residency at SUNY Upstate Medical University.  He pursued 

additional training in Orthopedic Trauma Surgery at Tampa General Hospital. 

 

Frederic Laporte, MD, PhD, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 

Dr. Laporte received his PhD from McGill University. He received his medical 

degree from, and completed his residency at, SUNY Upstate Medical University.  

 

Mijung Lee, MD, Assistant Professor, Medicine 

Dr. Lee received her medical degree from, and completed her residency at, 

SUNY Upstate Medical University.  She also pursued additional training in 

Hematology at Upstate. 

 

James Mangano, DO, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 

Dr. Mangano received his degree of osteopathic medicine at New York College 

of Osteopathic Medicine and completed his residency at SUNY Upstate Medical 

University. 

 

Carmen Martinez, MD, Assistant Professor, Neurology 

Dr. Martinez received her medical degree from Universidad Libre de Colombia 

Seccional Atlantico in Colombia and completed her residency at New York 

Medical College.  She pursued additional training in Cerebrovascular Disease at 

Albert Einstein College of Medicine. She joins us from private practice. 
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Brendan McGinn, MD, Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology 

Dr. McGinn received his medical degree at Mount Sinai School of Medicine and 

completed his residency at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. He pursued 

additional training in Pain Medicine also at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 

 

Rohin Mehta, MD, Instructor, Pathology 

Dr. Mehta received his medical degree from SABA University School of 

Medicine in Netherland-Antilles and completed his residency at Saint Barnabas 

Medical Center. He pursued additional training in Surgical Pathology at the 

Medical College of Georgia and Cytopathology at SUNY Upstate Medical 

University. 

 

Cole Mendenhall, MD, Assistant Professor, Radiology 

Dr. Mendenhall received his medical degree from Indiana University School of 

Medicine and completed his residency at Monmouth Medical Center.  He pursued 

additional training in Interventional Radiology at the University of Illinois at 

Chicago. 

 

Jessica Paonessa, MD, Assistant Professor, Urology 

Dr. Paonessa received her medical degree from Wayne State University School of 

Medicine and completed her residency at Texas Tech University.  She pursued 

additional training in Endourology at Indiana University Health/Methodist 

Hospital. 

 

Kalliopi Petropoulu, MD, Assistant Professor, Radiology 

Dr. Petropoulou received her medical degree from Aristotelian University and 

completed her residency at Hippocration General Hospital, both in Greece. She 

pursued additional training in Neuroradiology at the University of Miami, 

Musculoskeletal Radiology at the University of Pittsburgh and Diagnostic 

Radiology at Yale University and Henry Ford Hospital. She has been on the 

faculty at the University of Oklahoma and University of Pittsburgh. 

 

Elizabeth Reddy, MD, Assistant Professor, Medicine 

Dr. Reddy received her medical degree from the University of Rochester and 

completed her residency at Mount Sinai Hospital. She pursued additional training 

in Infectious Diseases at Duke University. She joins us from the faculty of Duke 

University. 

 

Joseph Resti, MD, Assistant Professor, Anesthesiology 

Dr. Resti received his medical degree at SUNY Upstate Medical University. He 

completed his residency at the University of Pittsburgh.  He pursued additional 

training in Pediatric Anesthesiology at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. 

 

Elizabeth Ruckdeschel, MD, PhD, Instructor, Pathology 

Dr. Ruckdeschel received her medical and doctoral degrees from SUNY Buffalo 

and completed her residency at SUNY Upstate Medical University.  She pursued 

additional training in Hematopathology at Upstate.  

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://libguides.shadygrove.umd.edu/facultyguide/welcome&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=DBj-U6_YCIOYyATyiIDwBg&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNHoe5W6ON3YjtgXe5sHMTQX1LpfBQ
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Robert Schwartz, MD, Assistant Professor, Surgery 

Dr. Schwartz received his medical degree from Ohio State University and 

completed his residency at the University of Minnesota. He pursued additional 

training in Vascular Surgery at the University of Missouri and in Endovascular at 

the University of Rochester.  He has been on the faculty of St. Louis University 

Medical Center, University of Rochester and Upstate. He has been in private 

practice. 

 

Scott Suroweic, MD, Assistant Professor, Surgery 

Dr. Suroweic received his medical degree from, and completed his residency at, 

Emory University.  He pursued additional training in Vascular Surgery at the 

University of Rochester. He has been on staff at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Crouse 

Hospital and a member of our voluntary faculty. 

 

Christopher Tanski, MD, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 

Dr. Tanski received his medical degree from SUNY Upstate Medical University 

and completed his residency at Albany Medical Center.  He pursued additional 

training in Emergency Medical Services at the University of Buffalo. 

 

James Traver, MD, Assistant Professor, Medicine 

Dr. Traver received his medical degree from Harvard Medical School and 

completed his residency at Cambridge Hospital. He has been in private practice 

and a member of our voluntary faculty. 

 

Krystle Williams, MD, Assistant Professor, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 

Dr. Williams received her medical degree from SUNY Upstate Medical 

University and completed her residency at JFK Johnson Rehabilitation Institute.  

She pursued additional training in Pain Medicine also at JFK Johnson 

Rehabilitation Institute. 

 

Arthur Yegorov, MD, Assistant Professor, Radiology 

Dr. Yegorov received his medical degree from SUNY Downstate Medical 

University and completed his residency at SUNY Upstate Medical University. 

 

Efrosina Young, MD, Assistant Professor, Neurology 

Dr. Young received her medical degree from University of the East in the 

Philippines and completed her residency at North Shore University Hospital.  She 

pursued additional training in Neurophysiology at SUNY Buffalo. She joins us 

from the staff of Community Memorial Hospital in Hamilton. 

 

Jennifer Zuccaro, MD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics 

Dr. Zuccaro received her medical degree from Emory University and completed 

her residency at the University of Texas- Southwestern.  She pursued additional 

training in Pediatric Cardiology and Critical Care at Mattel Children’s Hospital. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://profdev.southtexascollege.edu/nfo/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=DBj-U6_YCIOYyATyiIDwBg&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNGSKscLJnjlJLfk2afU68P52qythg
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 _________________________________________________________________ 

Faculty Governance 

 

The Faculty Council has 4 standing committees made up of 7 individuals 

representing all 4 colleges. The terms are for 3 years and elections conducted in 

staggered years.  

Congratulations to the following individuals who were elected to serve on these 

committees: 

 

Academic Affairs 

 Carol Recker Hughes (CHP) 

 Joseph Sorbello (CHP) 

 Jana Sobczak (CON) 

 

Upstate Affairs 

Mehdi Mollapour (COM) 

Howard Weinstein (COM) 

Debra Kirsch (CON) 

 

Faculty Affairs 

Steven Glatt (COM) 

Carol Ann Kozik (CON) 

Ann Botash (COM) 

 

Council Operations 

Maria Wheelock (CON) 

Victoria Meguid (COM) 

 

A complete listing of committee members and Council officers is located at  

http://www.upstate.edu/facgov/council/ 
 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

In Memoriam 

 
Leonard Hersher, PhD, 89, of Syracuse, died at home Friday, July 11, 2014, 

surrounded by his family. He was born on March 30, 1925 in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania. Dr. Hersher attended NYU where he received his BA and then 

graduated from the University of Chicago with a PhD in psychology. He served 

in the US Army during WWII in France as a communications officer and was 

decorated with a Purple Heart. In 1948 he married Hilda Turoff, with whom he 

spent 65 wonderful years. Leonard retired from the faculty of the Pediatrics 

Department of Upstate Medical Center after 37 years. His interests included 

social activism, photography, poetry and drama. Survived by his wife, Hilda 

Hersher; sons, Jay and Michael Hersher; daughter, Lisa Brockington; nine 

grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.upstate.edu/facgov/council/
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://facultygovernance.uncc.edu/election_results&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=sBj-U4CJGsOqyASRgoLoDA&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNGm7pxHjvRoPqd7IsIMfBvhzbhVVQ
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Faculty Development - Upcoming Events  
 

Please RSVP to Michele Henderson at 

(hendermi@upstate.edu) or telephone (315-464-1681) if you 

are interested in attending any of the following events.aula MD 

 

***************************************************************** 

Medical Education Journal Club -   Monday  September 8, 2014 

 12-1pm                               Room 3510 Setnor Academic Bldg. 

 

“A Case for Change: Disruption in Academic Medicine” 
 
Hosted by Tom Poole, PhD, Associate Professor, Cell & Developmental Biology  

 and Ann Botash, MD, Professor, Pediatrics 

                   
                                        ~ Lunch will be provided ~ 

 

***************************************************************** 

Faculty Toolbox Workshop –       Tuesday September 9, 2014 

 “Think You Know Powerpoint?  

Here’s a Chance to Enhance Your Skills” 

                                                                

4-5:30 PM                   Room 222C Health Sciences Library -2
nd

 Floor 

           Weiskotten Hall 
                        

Presenter: Kit Hefner, MS, CMI –Manager, Medical Illustration  
                            & Graphics IMT Educational Communications 

 
What are the skills we need to create memorable and dynamic  
Powerpoint presentations? Some of the topics that will be presented  
and taught in this 90 minute workshop: 
 
 Adding photos and text     
 Adding and manipulating text 
 Formating pictures 
 Transitioning and animating slides 
 YOUR SUGGESTIONS  (Be sure to include when you RSVP) 

 
This is a follow up to Dr. Michael Iannuzzi’s “Presentation Zen” Faculty Toolbox  

Workshop presentation that was held in April 2014. 
http://amms.upstate.edu/c/facdev/20140514-143343-WH-0103e/index.htm 
 

                   ~ Refreshments will be Provided ~ 

mailto:hendermi@upstate.edu
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.donfeder.com/Upcoming Events/upcoming-events3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.donfeder.com/Upcoming Events/events.html&usg=__ghuoPhAUPbQ_Qa3WEpWqdTH71yw=&h=615&w=484&sz=300&hl=en&start=12&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=yGi0U7O47OAiYM:&tbnh=136&tbnw=107&prev=/images?q=upcoming+events&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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***************************************************************** 

 

 

Faculty Development Seminar Series – Tuesday Sept. 23, 2014 

12-1pm                                Room 318 Wsk-Health Sciences Library 

       

 

   “An Evidence Based Guide to Lecturing” 

 
 
Presenter: William Paolo, MD, Assistant Professor, Family Medicine 

 

  

 
                    ~ Lunch will be provided ~ 

 

 

 

 

 
***************************************************************** 

 

Medical Education Journal Club -   Monday October 6, 2014 

 12-1pm                                   Doust Board Room (9299 WHA) 

 

 

Article: TBD 
 

 
Hosted by Tom Poole, PhD, Associate Professor, Cell & Developmental Biology  

 and Ann Botash, MD, Professor, Pediatrics 

 

 

                   
                                        ~ Lunch will be provided ~ 

 

 

 
***************************************************************** 

                           

 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://mdinternational.org/Upcoming_events_balloon03.gif&imgrefurl=http://mdinternational.org/Upcoming-Events.html&usg=__5pODzukNVhKq2IQN_x6yKTvTbXY=&h=370&w=432&sz=6&hl=en&start=5&itbs=1&tbnid=kKeGx4FjYWT3ZM:&tbnh=108&tbnw=126&prev=/images?q=upcoming+events&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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                Office of Faculty Affairs and Faculty Development 
 

The Academy of Upstate Educators Announce…   

TThhee  BB..EE..SS..TT..  PPrrooggrraamm 

                 (Build Excellent Skills for Teaching) 
 

October 7, 14, 21, 28, 2014                           3105 Weiskotten Hall 

 4:30-6 pm          

                           

This is a 4 session course. 

Topics include: 

 How to create a safe learning environment 

 How to actively engage the learner 

 How to provide effective feedback 

 How to deliver an effective presentation 

  

Prior to each class, you will receive a brief content video.  

The in-class time will provide interactive experiences to build 

skills (e.g. role plays, small group discussions). Participants say 

that this format is highly engaging and interesting. 

 
100% of past participants said they would recommend this course to others. 
 

“There were helpful tips for people who already have years of experience 

  and those who are newer to the classroom.” 

 

“Great course!” 

 

“It was interesting and contained information to help instructors to  

put their ‘best foot forward’!” 

 

 WHEN: Four consecutive Tuesdays in October 

October 7
th

, 14
th

,  21
st
, and 28

th
  2014 

4:30 to 6 PM  

Room 3105 Weiskotten Hall 

 

You must register by September 26
th
. Please contact 

Michele Henderson via telephone at 464-1681 or 

e-mail at hendermi@upstate.edu  

mailto:hendermi@upstate.edu
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/media/images/main/s/mo/pow/ss/upcomingevents.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/motions/14595/Upcoming-Events&usg=__KS69p1LYUBRoU8KQ_tIvtpByOL8=&h=311&w=415&sz=26&hl=en&start=6&itbs=1&tbnid=tr3PIJxYz-8rKM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=upcoming+events&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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***************************************************************** 

New Faculty Orientation -       Wednesday October 15, 2014 
2-5 PM  Doust Board Room (9299 WHA) and  9

th
 Floor Cafeteria– Weiskotten Hall  

 

This is a chance to be welcomed by the leadership of the university, and to learn  

more about the resources that are available to new faculty as you begin your 

Upstate  

career. Feedback from past participants has been great, they especially 

appreciated  

the opportunity to meet colleagues from other departments and colleges. So, 

please  

save the date, more information will follow. 

What:    Interactive sessions with Upstate leaders in research, education and  

               clinical service 

When:   Wednesday October 15
th

   from 2-5 PM 

Where:  9th floor of Weiskotten 

Why:     To get a great start 

What else: A wine and cheese reception will follow at 5PM, with department  

chairs and all other faculty members invited. 

 

Spouses/partners are invited to attend the afternoon portion of the orientation and 

 the reception. Watch for your invitation in the office mail within the next few  

weeks and please remember to RSVP. 

 

 

 

 

 

***************************************************************** 

Faculty Development Seminar Series – Tuesday October 21, 2014 

12-1pm                                 Room 318 Wsk-Health Sciences Library 

       

“Writing and Obtaining Course Evaluations” 
 
Presenter: Lauren Germian, PhD, MEd,  

                  Director of Evaluation, Assessment and  

                  Research at SUNY Upstate Medical University 

  

 
                    ~ Lunch will be provided ~ 

 

 

 
***************************************************************** 

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://kellycrew.wordpress.com/2011/08/01/announcement-weekly-pmchat-on-twitter/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=PRr-U6j-FoinyATlyYGYDA&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNG1d0W8cY9vOuElVy3tj2dBf9lTdA
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Path to Promotion Workshop –        Wednesday October 22, 2014 
7-8 am                       Room 10405 A  10

th
 Floor-East Tower -University Hospital 

                                                                                       (Oncology Services Floor) 

              

 
College of Medicine Faculty - Associate Professor to Professor Workshop:  
Paula Trief, PhD, Senior Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs, will present: 
 “The Road Ahead: Standards and Criteria for Promotion.” 
Leslie Kohman, MD, Chair, College of Medicine Faculty Appointments &  
Promotions Committee (COM FAPC) will give an overview of what happens at  
each COM FAPC Meeting  

 
                           ~ A Light Breakfast will be provided ~ 

 

 
***************************************************************** 

 

Path to Promotion Workshop –      Thursday October 23, 2014 
12-1pm                                                          Room 1164 Wsk 

                                                                      (Roosevelt Conference Room) 

              

 
College of Medicine Faculty - Associate Professor to Professor Workshop:  
Paula Trief, PhD, Senior Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs, will present: 
 “The Road Ahead: Standards and Criteria for Promotion.” 
Leslie Kohman, MD, Chair, College of Medicine Faculty Appointments &  
Promotions Committee (COM FAPC) will give an overview of what happens  
at each COM FAPC Meeting  

 
                                     ~ Lunch will be provided ~ 

 

 

***************************************************************** 

Path to Promotion Workshop –    Wednesday October 29, 2014 
7-8am                       Room 10405 A  10

th
 Floor-East Tower -University Hospital 

                                                                                     (Oncology Services Floor) 

 
College of Medicine Faculty - Assistant Professor to Associate Professor Workshop:  
Paula Trief, PhD, Senior Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs, will present: “The Road 
Ahead: Standards and Criteria for Promotion.” 
Steve Taffet, PhD, Vice Chair, College of Medicine Faculty Appointments &  
Promotions Committee (COM FAPC) will give an overview of what happens  
at each COM FAPC Meeting  
 

                           ~ A Light Breakfast will be provided ~ 
 

 

 

***************************************************************** 

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://cbhalfmarathon.blogspot.com/2013/06/mark-your-calendars-december-9-2013-and.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=PRr-U6j-FoinyATlyYGYDA&ved=0CCIQ9QEwBg&usg=AFQjCNEE9f4Wy7M_x1UefCsBbnmiVD-pOw
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Path to Promotion Workshop –         Thursday October  30, 2014 
12-1pm                                                                     Room 1164 Weiskotten Hall 

             (Roosevelt Conference Room) 

 
College of Medicine Faculty - Assistant Professor to Associate Professor Workshop:  
Paula Trief, PhD, Senior Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs, will present:  
“The Road Ahead: Standards and Criteria for Promotion”  
Steve Taffet, PhD, Vice Chair, College of Medicine Faculty Appointments &  
Promotions Committee (COM FAPC) will give an overview of what happens at each  
COM FAPC Meeting. 
 

                                   ~ Lunch will be provided ~ 

 
***************************************************************** 

 

 

ACADEMY OF UPSTATE 

EDUCATORS 
AUE COACHES: A Teaching 

Consultation Service 

 

Offering a teaching consultation service to members  

of Upstate’s Teaching Faculty 
 

The mission of the Academy of Upstate Educators (AUE) is to promote 

 innovation and excellence in education at Upstate. The members of the 

 Academy can share their wide range of educational abilities with any  

member of the faculty who seeks to better his/her educator skills.  

The Academy is pleased to announce the “AUE Coaches: A Teaching  

Consultation Service”. 

Please feel free to request an AUE Coach Consultation if you  

would like: 

 someone to observe your teaching and provide constructive  

feedback to improve your teaching skills 

 guidance on ways to improve your assessment process 

 assistance with design of a new curriculum or revamping of  

     an old one 

 to share ideas about any education-related issue 

 

The process is simple.  

Go to our website, www.upstate.edu/facultydev/academy 

Click on “AUE Coaches Service.” 

Complete the brief form and submit it to Michele Henderson. She will forward 

it to the appropriate Academy member, who will contact you to proceed. 

 

http://www.upstate.edu/facultydev/academy
http://www.google.com/url?url=http://www.canstockphoto.com/education-concept:-medical-education-on-16755521.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=DRz-U6WrJYGAygTA2IHoAg&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNHc1rwi_K7xz22V18c6k4XFSK-Clg
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    Kwame Amankwah, MD              Dale Avers, DPT, PhD             Ann Botash, MD                          Richard Cantor, MD        

                                                                    
            Michelle Dolphin, PT, DPT, MS, OCS              Paul Ko, MD                          Margaret Maimone, PhD 

                                                                          
                Andreas Meier, MD, MEd                     Sue Miller, PT, DPT, MS                     Jennifer Moffat, PhD 

                                                              
     Carol Recker-Hughes, PT, PhD, MA                Neerja Vajpayee, MD               Meega Wells, PhD, RN, APN-BC 

 

 
                         Office of Faculty Affairs and Faculty Development 

 

***************************************************************** 

Faculty Development - Website Calendar 
~ For more information on all upcoming events, please visit 

 the Faculty Affairs Website “Events Calendar”  
        Be Sure to Visit our “Events Calendar” on the  

        Faculty Affairs & Faculty Development Website 
To access the calendar, simply go to the home page of "faculty affairs and 

faculty development" http://www.upstate.edu/facultydev/ and then click on the 

"Events Calendar" in dark blue (on the left side of our home page). 

Once you have accessed the calendar, you will see various events posted that 

might be of interest to you and/or members of your department. To obtain more 

information, simply click on the event. You will see titles, presenters, times, 

locations, contact information, etc. 

Please Note: these events have been copied to Upstate's main website calendar as 

well. (Accessed from the top of the Upstate home page.) 

 

https://www.google.com/url?url=https://www.a1reminders.com/how-it-works.php&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=ixz-U4i9LNKZyASu_IK4Dw&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNGSPoW3lEtyqqVRDgdpc7vRrp6PeA
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Contact Us 

"I represent our Office of 

Faculty Affairs, and my staff 

and I are committed to 

developing the potential of all 

faculty and see them succeed 

and thrive".  Please feel free to 

call or email for more 

information: 

Paula M. Trief, PhD 

Senior Associate Dean 

Faculty Affairs & Faculty Development 
Professor, Departments of Psychiatry &  

Medicine 

Phone: 315 464-1681 

triefp@upstate.edu 
 

_______________________________________ 

Notes & Corrections: 
 

Please Note:  

 

1. In an effort to keep the Faculty Commons manageable, we will be 

concentrating on external presentations and service. 

 

2. Please remember – we do not include any publications, books, book 

chapters, etc. that are currently “ in press”. Please wait until you have 

publication information before you include these submissions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

 
 

 

Useful Website Links: 

Promotion and Tenure Information 

http://www.upstate.edu/facultydev/promotion.php 

 

Faculty Affairs & Faculty Development 

http://www.upstate.edu/facultydev/ 

 
 
Faculty Governance  
http://www.upstate.edu/facgov/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:triefp@upstate.edu
http://www.upstate.edu/facultydev/promotion.php
http://www.upstate.edu/facultydev/
http://www.upstate.edu/facgov/

