
Health Care Policy and Politics 
3 Credits 

The focus of this course is on the role of the professional nurse as a 
participant in the political process in the practice setting and in the broader 
public sector. Particular attention is given to the development of public policy 
related to health care. Consideration is given to historic, sociologic, 
technologic, economic, legal, and political factors which influence health care 
delivery. Attention also is given to the local, state, and federal systems for 
financing and delivering health care with consideration of the issues of 
access and distribution of services. Analysis of the political action process is 
used to operationalize the concept of the nurse as an agent of change, client 
advocate, and participant in decision-making related to health policy. 
Opportunity is provided for the student to study a political issue and to 
contact appropriate legislative representatives to discuss his/her position on 
current legislation related to the issue. 

Pre/corequisites: none. 
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