
Abuse can be devastating to a child and

have an impact on the entire family. In

cases in which physical, emotional, or 

sexual abuse is suspected, the situation is

best handled by health care professionals

with expertise in this field. Unfortunately,

few facilities exist to provide this highly

specialized care.

University Hospital’s CARE program, the

only program of its kind in Central New

York, provides comprehensive care for 

children who may have been abused or

neglected. The CARE team consists of 

specially trained physicians, nurse practi-

tioners, nurses, and social workers who

work together to search for the social 

and medical evidence of abuse. Care is

provided in a sensitive, supportive, and

reassuring environment. 

While making no judgments about the 

possible perpetrators of the abuse, the 

team works closely with other community

services to provide care in the best inter-

ests of the child. The CARE team works

closely with law enforcement, child 

protective services, and other community

agencies concerned with the welfare of

children.
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In 1997–the most recent year for which statistics 

are available–child protective service agencies

determined that almost one million children were

victims of substantiated abuse or neglect. Fifty-six

percent of the victims were neglected; 25 percent

suffered physical abuse; and about 13 percent were

sexually abused. An estimated 967 deaths from abuse

occurred, with children under the age of three

accounting for 77 percent of these fatalities.*

Because cases of abuse can be hard to prove, 

several studies suggest that many more children 

suffer from abuse or neglect than is evident in 

official statistics. 

*Statistics from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services




