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David F. Wolfe, RT,  Respiratory Therapy Education, presented "The use of 
positive airway pressure in sleep-disordered breathing" at the American 
Association of Sleep Technologists 30th Anniversary Meeting, Baltimore, June 
2008 
 
 
Community 
Sheila Lemke, MD, Medicine,  presented “Survivor Care Planning – Monitoring 
Long Term Health Needs” at the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society Survivor 
Conference, May 3, 2008.  
 
 
 
Teaching Contributions 
 
Interdepartmental collaboration: Ron Pies, MD, Psychiatry, and Deirdre 
Neilen, PhD, Center for Bioethics and Humanities, will co-teach a new course, 
“Creative Writing in Medical Practice”, for Psychiatry residents, Aug. 4-8   
 
 
 

Promotions 
. 
Joseph Domachowske, MD, Pediatrics, was promoted to Professor, June 2008 
 
Nienke Dosa, MD, Pediatrics, was promoted to Associate Professor with tenure, 
June 2008 
 
Ajeet Gajra, MD, Medicine, was promoted to Associate Professor, June 2008 
 
Shelley Gilroy, MD, Medicine, was promoted to Professor, June 2008 
 
Charles B.C. Hwang, DDS, PhD, Microbiology & Immunology, was promoted 
to Professor, August 2008  
 
Roberto Izquierdo, MD, Medicine, was promoted to Professor, June 2008 
 
Mukhtar Khan, MD, Medicine, was promoted to Associate Professor, June 
2008 
 
Michael Lax, MD, Family Medicine, was promoted to Professor, August 2008 
 
Yahia Lodi, MD, Neurology, Associate Professor, was granted tenure, June 
2008 
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Margaret MacDougall, MD, PhD, Medicine, was promoted to Professor, June 
2008 
 
Robbie Tanenbaum Saletsky, PhD, Psychiatry, was promoted to Clinical 
Associate Professor, June 2008 
 
Claudine Ward, MD, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, was promoted to 
Assistant Professor, August 2008 
 
Steven Zygmont, MD, Medicine, was promoted to Associate Professor, June 
2008 

New Faculty 
 
Jennifer Barna, MD, Assistant Professor, Radiology 
Dr. Barna received her medical degree and completed her residency at the 
University of Tennessee.  She joins us from the staff of Down East Community 
Hospital in Maine. 
 
Edward Berry, PhD, Assistant Professor, Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 
Dr. Berry received his doctoral degree from Cornell University and completed 
post-doctoral fellowships at Dartmouth Medical School and the University of 
Illinois.  He joins us from the University of California at Berkeley. 
 
Jay Brenner, MD, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Brenner received his medical degree from George Washington University 
and completed his residency here at SUNY Upstate Medical University. 
 
Jesse Corry, MD, Instructor, Neurology 
Dr. Corry received his medical degree and completed his residency at the 
Medical College of Wisconsin.  He has pursued additional training in 
Neurocritical Care at Washington University. 
 
Suehun Ho, MD, Assistant Professor, Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation 
Dr. Ho received her medical degree from Northeastern Ohio Universities College 
of Medicine and completed her residency at University of Michigan.  She 
pursued additional training in Pain Management at the University of Michigan.  
She joins us from the faculty of University of Michigan. 
 
Michael Iannuzzi, MD, Professor & Chair with tenure, Medicine 
Dr. Iannuzzi received his medical degree and completed his residency at the 
University of Michigan Medical School.  He then completed a clinical fellowship 
at University of Colorado Health Science Center and a research fellowship at 
Webb Waring Lung Institute and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute for Cancer 
Research. He has been on the faculty of the University of Michigan Medical 
Center, Henry Ford Hospital, Case Western Reserve University and Mt. Sinai 
Medical School. 
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Mitchell Karmel, MD, Assistant Professor, Radiology 
Dr. Karmel received his medical degree from Buffalo School of Medicine and 
completed his residency at Cornell University Medical School.  He pursued 
additional training in Cardiovascular/Interventional Radiology at Harvard 
Medical School.  He joins us from the staff of Lacey Diagnostic Imaging, Ocean 
Medical Center and Open MRI and Diagnostic Imaging of Wall, NJ. 
 
Lisa Keough, MD, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Keough received her medical degree from St. George’s School of Medicine 
Grenada, West Indies and completed her residency at SUNY Upstate Medical 
University.  She has pursued additional training here at Upstate in Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine. 
 
 
Paul Ko, MD, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Ko received his medical degree from Boston University and completed his 
residency at University of Pennsylvania.  He joins us from the faculty of Thomas 
Jefferson University Medical School & Hospital. 
 
Robert Roger Lebel, MD, Professor with tenure, Pediatrics 
Dr. Lebel received his medical degree and completed his residency at the 
University of Wisconsin.  He pursued additional training in Genetics also at the 
University of Wisconsin.  He has been on the faculty and staff of University of 
Wisconsin, Benedictine University, Adventist Hinsdale Hospital and most 
recently joins us from Greenwood Genetics Center and Clemson University. 
 
John Lyng, MD, Instructor, Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Lyng received his medical degree from the University of North Dakota 
School of Medicine and Health Sciences and completed his residency here at 
SUNY Upstate Medical University. 
 
Eric Morley, MD, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Morley received his medical degree and completed his residency at SUNY 
Downstate Medical College. 
 
Jill Murphy, PhD, Associate Professor, Public Health & Preventive Medicine 
Dr. Murphy received her doctoral degree from the University of Buffalo.  She 
completed her post-doctoral fellowship at Roswell Park Cancer Institute.  She 
joins us from the faculty of SUNY Cortland. 
 
Kevin O’Connor, MD, Assistant Professor, Psychiatry 
Dr. O’Connor received his medical degree and completed his residency here at 
SUNY Upstate Medical University. 
 
Caroline Othoro, PhD, Instructor, Microbiology & Immunology 
Dr. Othoro received her doctoral degree from the University of Cape Town, 
South Africa and completed her post-doctoral fellowship at New York School of 
Medicine.  She joins us from New York University. 
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Evis Petrela, MD, Instructor, Ophthalmology 
Dr. Petrela received her medical degree at the University of Tirana, Albania and 
completed her residency here at SUNY Upstate Medical University. 
 
Oleg Shapiro, MD, Instructor, Urology 
Dr. Shapiro received his medical degree and completed his residency here at 
SUNY Upstate Medical University.   
 
Jody Sima, MD, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics 
Dr. Sima received her medical degree and completed her residency here at SUNY 
Upstate Medical University.  She has pursued additional training in Pediatric 
Hematology-Oncology at Riley Hospital for Children. 
 
Heather Tiller, MD, Assistant Professor, Emergency Medicine 
Dr. Tiller received her medical degree from the Medical College of Wisconsin 
and completed her residency at the University of Connecticut.  She joins us from 
the staff of St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center. 

In Memoriam 
 
Bertie Argyris, PhD, Microbiology and Immunology (1968 to 1992) passed 
away this past September.  Dr. Argyris was well known for her dedication to 
training graduate students.  Working together with friends of Dr. Argyris the 
Department of Microbiology and Immunology has created a memorial fund in 
her honor - the Microbiology & Immunology Academic Enrichment Endowment. 
The specific purpose of this fund is to enhance the research and teaching 
missions within the department, including facilitating student travel to 
conferences, speaker series, and meeting support. Bertie’s husband, the late 
Thomas Argyris, also served Upstate Medical University as an emeritus 
professor within the Pathology Department.  To contribute to the fund please 
mail all gifts to:  

Health Science Center Foundation 
Fund #: 613-68150 

750 East Adams Street 
Syracuse, NY 13210-2375 

 
 
Janina K. Casper, PhD, CCC-SLP, Otolaryngology, passed away on May 15, 
2008.  She was an accomplished clinician, author, mentor, and lecturer in the area 
of medical speech-language pathology for more than five decades.  Described as 
an innovator and team builder by her colleagues, Casper’s knowledge and skills 
span from diagnosis to evidence-based practice with a primary focus in voice and 
voice disorders.  She was instrumental in conceiving and developing the first 
Laryngectomy Rehabilitation Group, a vibrant Cleft Palate/Craniofacial Center, 
and was one of the founders of The Syracuse Voice Center and its 
multidisciplinary team.  Her career and reputation as the consummate 
professional and patient advocate is further complemented by her scholarly 
endeavors as co-author of two textbooks for practicing clinicians, one on 
laryngectomy and head/neck cancer rehabilitation and another on understanding  
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voice problems.  Her skill and dedication was recognized in 2006 when she was 
awarded the Frank R. Kleffner Lifetime Clinical Achievement Award by the 
ASHA Foundation.   In 2003 she retired as Professor Emeritus.  As one of her 
mentees said, “Her influence has profoundly shaped me both clinically and 
personally, and I know that her memory and spirit will continue to live on in 
those of us who were privileged to have known her.”   
 
 
Gail Dolbear MD, Obstetrics and Gynecology, a retired faculty member died on 
May 24, 2008.  Dr. Dolbear was an acclaimed teacher and clinician. She was 
highly regarded by her peers for her compassion and skill. She participated in 
education across the spectrum of undergraduate, graduate and continuing medical 
education. Dr. Dolbear shared her knowledge and ethical perspectives in areas 
ranging from population health to reproductive options. More information, and 
an opportunity to post memories of Gail, can be found at 
www.gailsmemorial.com.  In tribute to her the Women In Medicine (WIM) 
faculty group (with the support of Dr. Dolbear's family) is establishing an annual 
award to a medical student and a resident who demonstrate attributes of 
compassion, integrity and insight into the ethical challenges in medicine. Any 
one interested in contributing to this award can contact either Dr. Grethlein 
(grethles@upstate.edu) or Dr. Newell (newelll@upstate.edu).  
 
 
David B Jones, MD, Pathology, died December 16, 2007.  Dr. Jones enjoyed a 
long and productive career at Upstate College of Medicine, graduating in 1945 
first in his class, and continuing on as a teacher and the Professor of Pathology 
until his retirement in 1992.  He founded the Cytotechnology Program in the 
College of Health Related Professions.  In 1988 he was named New York State 
Distinguished Pathologist of the Year.  The College of Medicine honored him by 
establishing the Jones-Rohner Endowed Professorship in Pathology in 1991.  Dr. 
Jones was known for his prodigious memory, integrity and humility.  He loved 
teaching.  He put the interests of others first and was stoic in life’s difficulties.  
He was a true gentleman.   
 

Departmental Honors 
 
The Amaus Clinic, located in downtown Syracuse, celebrated its first birthday 
on July 8, 2008.  The clinic was founded by Lynn Beth Satterly, MD, Medical 
Director and Assistant Professor in the Department of Family Medicine.  The 
clinic serves those with the greatest needs who have the least access to primary 
care.  “We have so many people – the homeless, unemployed, refugees, parolees 
and even the working poor – who fall through the cracks.”  Assisting Dr. Satterly 
are medical and nursing students from SUNY Upstate, nursing students from 
LeMoyne College, social work and psychology students from Syracuse 
University, and local volunteers.  
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Contact Us 
"I represent our Office of 

Faculty Affairs, and my staff 
and I are committed to 

developing the potential of 
new faculty and see them 

succeed and thrive". 

Please feel free to call or 
email for more information: 

Paula M. Trief, PhD 

Senior Associate Dean 

Faculty Affairs & Faculty Development 

Professor, Departments of Psychiatry &  
Medicine 

Phone: 315 464-1681 
triefp@upstate.edu 

Faculty Development 
Upcoming Events 
 

ALL NEW FACULTY MEMBERS: SAVE THE DATE! 
 
All members of the faculty who have joined Upstate in the past year are 
invited to the New Faculty Orientation, to be held Mon. Oct. 6th, 3-5 PM. 
You will meet Dr. Smith and other campus leaders, and learn about 
resources to help you grow and thrive.  A reception will follow at 5 PM and 
all are invited. 
 
 

Useful Links 
 

Promotion and Tenure Information 

http://www.upstate.edu/facultydev/promotion.php 

Faculty Affairs & Faculty Development 

http://www.upstate.edu/facultydev/ 
 
Faculty Governance  
http://www.upstate.edu/facgov/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




